
Ferry likely
to close for
several days
STAFF REPORT

Late winter rains
are forcing users of the
Cave In Rock Ferry to
find an alternate route
across the Ohio River
for the next several
days, and the flooding
has closed multiple
roads in the county as
water rises.

The ferry closed at 6
p.m. Tuesday due to
the swollen river. It
could remain closed
through the end of the
month until floodwa-
ters recede from the
approach to the Ken-
tucky landing.

Typically, the free
service between Crit-
tenden County and
Cave In Rock, Ill.,
shuts down when the
river gauge at
Shawneetown, Ill.,
reads 42.5 feet. At that
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PUBLIC MEETINGS

- Marion City Council will
convene at 6 p.m. Monday for
its regular monthly meeting.

- Crittenden County Board
of Education will convene at
5:30 p.m. Tuesday at Rocket
Arena for its monthly meeting.

- Crittenden Fiscal Court
will convene at 8:30 a.m. next
Thursday for its regular
monthly meeting.
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The long and storied
history of the National
Guard in Crittenden
County, in the end, was
not enough to save
its armory from
being vacated and
closed. 

The ravages of
time and the
changes brought
with its passing have
conspired to work
against keeping the
Carson G. Davidson Ken-
tucky National Guard Ar-
mory open. With
estimates starting at $1.2
million to bring the 56-
year-old Marion armory
up to standards coupled
with waning numbers in
both the local Guard unit

and across Kentucky, the
decision was made in
Frankfort to mothball the
facility.

The news was delivered
last week to city and
county officials by the ar-

mory’s most ac-
c o m p l i s h e d
product, Brig. Gen.
Scott Campbell.

Campbell, who
joined the local
Guard unit in 1981
after graduating
from high school in
Marion, serves as

the Kentucky Army Na-
tional Guard Deputy Ad-
jutant General-Army. In
his role as second in com-
mand of the state’s Guard
and a native of Crittenden
County, Campbell felt an

Marion armory shut
National Guard unit moved, building closed

MILLS ELECTED CHAIR
OF LEGISLATIVE CAUCUS

Sen. Robby Mills, R-Hender-
son, has been elected chair-

man of the 2019
Western Ken-
tucky Caucus.
This bipartisan
body of western
Kentucky House
and Senate
members comes
together to dis-

cuss matters concerning eco-
nomic development,
education, health care and
other policy issues facing the
citizens of the region. Mills
represents District 4, which is
comprised of Crittenden, Liv-
ingston, Caldwell, Webster,
Union and Henderson coun-
ties.

number of flu cases
swells to near 1,900

The number of influenza
cases confirmed in Kentucky
hit the highest level of the
season, by far, in the week
ending Feb. 2, according to
the latest surveillance report
from the state Department for
Public Health. The depart-
ment's laboratory confirmed
1,876 cases that week, for a
total of 7,285 in the season.
Two more flu deaths were re-
ported, raising the season
total to 21. Still, no confirmed
cases have been reported for
Crittenden County.

Training for produce
sellers now offered

Produce Best Practices
Training (PBPT) is offered at
8:30 a.m. Monday at the Crit-
tenden County Extension
Service Annex on U.S. 60 East
just outside of Marion. This
updated training is required
for a sampling certificate
through Kentucky Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Some
markets surrounding Critten-
den County require producers
be PBPT certified to sell at
that market. There will also be
additional opportunities at 6
p.m. Tuesday and 8:30 a.m.
March 5. Call the Extension of-
fice at (270) 965-5236 to regis-
ter for any of these classes.

Mills
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STAFF REPORT

Kentuckians facing drug-
related offenses are getting
into substance abuse treat-
ment programs faster be-
cause of the effectiveness of
the state’s Rocket Docket
programs like the one used in
Crittenden County. It is also
saving local taxpayers who
foot the bill for jailing those
offenders.

"It's been a great program
for us," said Zac Greenwell,
Commonwealth's Attorney in
the 5th Judicial Circuit that

serves Crittenden, Union and
Webster counties, pointing to
hundreds of thousands of
dollars in cost savings and a
relief for an overburdened
court system. 

Rocket Docket is a pro-
gram that permits common-
wealth’s attorney or county
attorney to expedite cases
through the judicial system.
It also allows select defen-
dants rapid access to sub-
stance abuse treatment,
generating significant cost
savings to local county jails.

"It's relieving the burden
on county taxpayers for
county inmates," said
Greenwell. "It saves
times for prosecutors,
and also, we get people
in treatment quicker."

The prosecutor said
that before Rocket
Docket, a typical case
would linger in the sys-
tem six months before a
plea agreement may be
reached. However, a Rocket
Docket case moves through
the system in about 30 days.

The program started in the
5th Judicial Circuit in Sep-

tember 2015 through a
grant applied for by
Greenwell. The money
must be applied for
each year.

Attorney General
Andy Beshear said
treatment is paramount
for these Kentuckians
utilizing the program,

their families and their com-
munities if the state is to re-

Rocket Docket saving county taxpayers 6 figures

Greenwell

See DOCKET/Page 2

STAFF REPORT

The School Safety and Re-
siliency Act – the top priority
of the General Assembly’s
leadership – passed out
of the Kentucky Senate
Friday without dissent.
But most of the provi-
sions in the legislation
have already been ad-
dressed in Crittenden
County.

The act, filed as Sen-
ate Bill 1, is a compre-
hensive measure that focuses
on personnel; systems and
structures; accountability;
and a culture of student con-
nectivity, said sponsor Sen.
Max Wise, R-Campbellsville.

It would create a state school
safety marshal, similar to the
state fire marshal. SB 1 would
also establish the framework

for schools to expand
the use of school re-
source officers (SRO).

Crittenden County
Superintendent of
Schools Vince Clark
said his peers across the
state support the meas-
ure, and he expects it to
become law before the

end of the session.
"It is certainly a bill in

Frankfort that has our full
support moving forward,"
Clark said. "It's the right thing
to do for our state. I don't

think there's anyone up there
who wants to be the person
who says, 'I don't know if
that's a good idea or not.' No-
body wants to be that per-
son."

The bill's sponsor knows
legislation can go only so far
in curbing school violence,
but hopes the mandates for
the state's 173 school districts
will reduce the possibility of
such instances on campuses.

“I can’t say this bill will be
preventive – that it will stop
acts of evil from occurring,”
Wise said, adding that a sim-
ilar bill has been introduced
in the House of Representa-
tives. That measure, known

as House Bill 1, has been as-
signed to the lower chamber’s
Education Committee.

While SB 1 addresses a
host of health and safety
changes and extra measures
in school systems, virtually all
of the primary provisions are
already in place in Crittenden
County Schools.

"I'm proud to say that we
are in front of this," Clark said
Monday.

As cleared by the upper
chamber last week, the meas-
ure requires:

- A school nurse in each
public school. The local

Rains leave flooding, travel woes

DARYL K. TABOR/THE PRESS

Crittenden County Sheriff Wayne Agent (left) and Constable Paul Beard (center) help Donald R. Martin up
a slippery bank early last Thursday afternoon after the local man lost control of his truck in a downpour
near the eastern edge of the county and wound up in the rising floodwaters from the Tradewater River. Mar-
tin appeared to have hydroplaned rounding a curve while headed west on Ky. 120. This truck exited the
roadway across the oncoming lane and struck a guardrail before it slid into a deep pool of water. Martin
alertly called 911 and waited for help to arrive before leaving the vehicle. He was not injured. Agent said
Martin appeared to have luck on his side, but also played it smart by awaiting assistance to get to safety.

Local efforts ahead of school safety bill

See FERRY/Page 14
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Clark
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The Carson G. Davidson Kentucky National Guard Armory in Marion
has been closed. The 56-year-old building is in a state of disrepair with
estimates starting at $1.2 million to address deficiencies. When or if
the building will again be used by the National Guard is uncertain.

Campbell



The General Assembly hit the
ground running last week as it
began the continuation of the 2019
Regular Ses-
sion. The Sen-
ate Majority is
excited to move
forward with its
legislative prior-
ities and pass
laws that bene-
fit the Common-
wealth.

Through ice
and snow to un-
seasonably
warm weather,
the General As-
sembly contin-
ued to discuss
legislative prior-
ities throughout
the three-week
interim in com-
mittee meetings. 

The newly formed Public Pen-
sions Working Group, co-chaired
by Sen. Wil Schroder, met twice
each week. Throughout these
meetings, this bipartisan group
from both chambers heard exten-
sive and detailed testimony on the
condition of our public pension
systems. 

While there is still much to be
done, we are confident that this
working group is heading in the
right direction toward developing a
viable solution to this persistent
dilemma facing our state.

Committee meetings were in full
swing last week as we discussed
and passed bills to the Senate floor
for final votes. Last Thursday, the
Senate passed three pieces of legis-
lation:

- Senate Bill 32, sponsored by
Sen. Stan Humphries, improves

the current water well drilling sys-
tem by allowing water well driller
assistants to be certified by the
Kentucky Energy and Environment
Cabinet. 

- SB 77, sponsored by Sen. Julie
Raque Adams, proposes an expan-
sion of Kentucky’s current organ
donor registration list through an
easily accessible sign-on system to
designate consent. 

- SB 31, sponsored by Sen.
Ralph Alvarado, requires the Cabi-
net of Health and Family Services
to provide frequent visitation for
siblings who are in out-of-home
care and not jointly placed.

Also last Thursday, the Senate
Education Committee was honored
to welcome families of the victims
of the Marshall County High
School shooting as they testified on
behalf of SB 1. The testimony from
the Holt and Cope families was
powerful and moving. At the con-
clusion of the meeting, SB 1 was
unanimously voted out of commit-
tee.

SB 1, the School Safety and Re-
siliency Act, passed Friday with an
overwhelming majority. Sponsored
by Sen. Max Wise, the legislation is
a bipartisan piece of legislation that
focuses on developing standardized
conditions and training that will
better secure safety in our schools
through personnel, structures/pro-
tocols and a culture of connection
with students that concentrates on
their overall well-being. Accounta-
bility for school safety compliance
will also be emphasized. 

The safety and security of the
children of Kentucky is paramount.
As the bill moves to the House, the
Senate Education Committee will
continue to provide input so that
the bill that eventually arrives on

the governor’s desk is in its best
possible form.

If you have any questions or
comments about these issues or
any other public policy issue,
please call me toll-free at (800)
372-7181 or email me at
Robby.Mills@lrc.kylgov. 

(Sen Robby Mills, R-Henderson,
represented Senate District 4 – Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell, Web-
ster, Union and Henderson counties
– in the Kentucky General Assem-
bly. He was elected to the position
in 2018 and served the two prior
years in the Kentucky House.)
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Party power
Of Kentucky’s 138 state leg-

islative seats – 100 in the House
and 38 in the Senate – Republi-
cans hold a 90-48 advantage over
Democrats, maintaining a super
majority in each chamber. 

Kentucky Senate
Republicans - 27
Democrats - 11

Kentucky House
Republicans - 63
Democrats - 37

In non-budget years, the leg-
islative session of the Kentucky
General Assembly is broken up
into two parts. Part I
began Jan. 8 and Part
II of the 2019 legisla-
tive session recon-
vened on Feb. 5. 

While there are nu-
merous issues under
discussion, there is
no doubt that school
safety is the top prior-
ity of this session. In
fact, House Bill 1 and
Senate Bill 1 both ad-
dress school safety.
SB 1 passed the full
Senate with the
House Education
Committee hearing
and discussing HB 1
during its meeting.
The bill seeks to
strengthen both our schools
and our children, placing an
emphasis on security and men-
tal health. Feedback from legis-
lators and other interested
parties will be used to make
any needed changes in the pro-
posed legislation.

Last Thursday night, legisla-
tors from the House and Sen-
ate convened a joint session to
hear the governor’s State of the
Commonwealth Address. As is
typical in these addresses, the
governor touted the accom-
plishments of his administra-
tion and pointed to what he
wanted to accomplish for the
Commonwealth in the future. 

I was especially pleased to
hear of his emphasis on pro-
tecting the lives of the unborn
and his efforts to improve the
lives of those in our foster care

system.
One of the first bills ap-

proved by a House committee
this week was a bill
aimed at easing occu-
pational and licensing
requirements for
heating, ventilation
and air conditioning
(HVAC) contractors.
HB 133 would allow
equivalent work expe-
rience as a mechani-
cal engineer to count
towards licensing re-
quirements as a mas-
ter HVAC contractor.
It would also permit a
person who meets all
requirements except
certification to begin
employment as an in-
spector on the condi-
tion that certification

is obtained within the following
twelve months. 

HB 133 builds on the bill I
filed last year that was passed
by the General Assembly and
signed into law by the Gover-
nor. HB 133 would, in turn,
give more hard-working indi-
viduals the ability to overcome
regulatory burdens and put
their previous work experience
to good use. 

A measure aimed at helping
addicts beat their addictions
cleared the House Health and
Welfare Committee. HB 121
would prevent insurance com-
panies from requiring prior au-
thorization for
medication-assisted addiction
treatments. The standard 5- to
10-day waiting period that in-
surance companies require be-
fore medication-assisted

treatment can be prescribed is
one of many barriers to an ad-
dict’s recovery.

We have all heard the adage
that “every vote counts,” and
the November elections showed
this to be true, as there were a
number of races decided by
very few votes. In fact, the race
for state representative for
House District 13 (part of
Daviess County) was settled by
only one vote. As a result, the
losing candidate asked for a re-
count. 

According to the Kentucky
Constitution, the recount was
to be overseen by the House of
Representatives. The recount
was just completed and the
race ended in a tie. Because of
the cost of having another elec-
tion and the fact that the can-
didate who was originally
thought to have won was al-
ready sworn in and had been
seated in the House, the candi-
date who asked for the recount
decided to withdraw.

Legislation that is consid-
ered in the General Assembly
falls into two categories – bills
and resolutions. There are dif-
ferent types of resolutions, and
one of these is a concurrent
resolution. A concurrent reso-
lution is a resolution adopted
by both the House and Senate
that does not require the signa-
ture of the governor and does
not have the force of law. 

House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 5 calls on federal regula-
tors to expedite research into
the benefits and risks of med-
ical marijuana to help the Ken-
tucky General Assembly
“develop evidence-based and

scientifically sound medical
marijuana policies” since mari-
juana is still illegal under fed-
eral law, even though many
states have authorized its use.
The resolution now goes to the
full House for consideration.
This is not the first time that
the House has made this re-
quest to the federal govern-
ment.

One plant that is no longer
illegal is industrial hemp,
which was removed from the
federal controlled substance
list last year. Industrial hemp
got our attention when Agricul-
ture Commissioner Ryan Quar-
les updated the House
Agriculture Committee on Ken-

tucky’s Industrial Hemp Re-
search Program, which is now
in its fifth year. The state con-
tinues to regulate the growth,
handling and processing of in-
dustrial hemp. Quarles told
lawmakers that he expects eco-
nomic growth in the hemp in-
dustry.

The House Small Business
and Information Technology
Committee heard testimony on
cyber security. A few states
have started to pass laws that
address the steps a company
must take in an effort to curb
unauthorized use of its Infor-
mation Technology systems.
Cyber security is an area that
needs to be addressed but laws
must not hamper small busi-
nesses.

As always, thank you for
reading my updates and thank
you for contacting me with
your concerns and thoughtful
suggestions. It is a privilege to
represent you in the Kentucky
House of Representatives and
your input helps me make de-
cisions that best represent the
views of the 4th District. 

I may be reached through
the toll-free message line in
Frankfort at (800) 372-7181,
directly at (502) 564-8100, by
visiting the Kentucky Legisla-
ture Home page at LRC.ky.gov
and clicking on the “Email Your
Legislator” link, or by mail to
the Capitol Annex, Frankfort,
KY 40601.

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, R-Mar-
ion, has represented House Dis-
trict 4 – Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell and portion of Chris-
tian counties – in the Kentucky
General Assembly since 2013.)

Keeping up
There are several ways to

keep up with the 2019 legisla-
tive session and share your
thoughts with lawmakers.

Legislative Message Line
(800) 372-7181

TTY Message Line
(800) 896-0305

Bill Status Line
(866) 840-2835

Legislative Calendar Line
(800) 633-9650

General Assembly website
LRC.ky.gov

Write any lawmaker
Sen./Rep. First Last
Legislative Offices
702 Capitol Ave.
Frankfort, KY 40601

Governor addresses sanctity of life

Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion

Kentucky House
Legislative Review

Senate OKs school safety bill

cover from its current
drug epidemic.

“Substance abuse is
Kentucky’s most overpow-
ering, prevalent problem,”
Beshear said. “It’s impact-
ing every community,
hurting families and our
economy, and putting law
enforcement in danger.
Rocket Docket programs
are clearly helping us with
this battle by providing
treatment to Kentuckians
quicker so they can take
back their life from this de-
bilitating epidemic.”

Greenwell said any-
where from 60 to 70 per-
cent of the cases he
handles are related to
drugs in some manner.
For drug users, Rocket
Docket has offered a bit of
salvation.

"People need help," he
said. "This is running
them through quicker."

Information on the ef-
fectiveness of Kentucky’s
more than 35 Rocket
Docket programs was pro-
vided to Beshear’s office by
the Prosecutors Advisory
Council (PAC). The Jan.
17, 2019, PAC report ex-
amines data from July 16,
2015, when the Rocket
Docket program began, to
Nov. 30, 2018. 

At the inception of the
program, the Department
of Corrections reported a
felony drug offender spent
on average 115 days in a
local jail. As of Nov. 30,
2018, an offender spent 21
days in jail – a 94-day dif-
ference, according to the
report.

Based on the data pre-
sented to PAC, more than
18,300 statewide cases
have moved through the
Rocket Docket programs
over the 40-month period.
Expediting offenders
through the court system
has saved an estimated
$82.3 million in local jail

costs, benefiting taxpay-
ers.

Greenwell said the sav-
ings to Crittenden County
taxpayers alone is a six-
figure estimate. For cases
expedited through Rocket
Docket, the incarceration
period dropped from an
average 180 days to only
30 days behind bars. 

Until an offender is
prosecuted and sentenced
in circuit court, the cost to
house a local offender is
on county taxpayers.
Shaving five months off
the incarceration cost at
$32 per day, according to
Jailer Robbie Kirk's
monthly report to Critten-
den Fiscal Court, saves
taxpayers $4,800 per
Rocket Docket inmate. 

Additionally, that frees
up a bed to house a state
or federal inmate at Crit-
tenden County Detention
Center, generating $4,701
in revenue over a 150-day
period for state-level of-
fenders to $6,300 for fed-

eral inmates. That means
moving a single offender
through the system faster
with Rocket Docket saves
Crittenden County taxpay-
ers anywhere from $9,500
to $11,100, on average.

For the entire judicial
circuit, Greenwell said of
the estimated 300 cases a
year his office handles,
probably 50 are prose-
cuted through the Rocket
Docket program. That
makes room for more seri-
ous cases such as those
involving violent crimes. 

Also according to the
PAC report, of the 18,300
cases completed through
the Rocket Docket pro-
grams, nearly 10,800 de-
fendants were identified,
assessed and sent to sub-
stance abuse treatment.
The report says this
equates to 60 percent of
defendants being referred
to some form of treatment.

"It's something we're
grateful to have," Green-
well said.

DOCKET
Continued from Page 1
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A hepatitis A outbreak in
Kentucky nears 4,000
cases in 103 of Kentucky's
120 counties, including
suspected cases in Critten-
den County. There have
been more than three
dozen deaths across the
commonwealth attributed
to the virus.

According to figures
from the Cabinet for
Health and Family
Services, through
Jan. 26 the number
of cases stood at
3,919, resulting in
1,905 hospitaliza-
tions and 40 deaths,
since the outbreak
began being tracked in No-
vember 2017.

Pennyrile District Health
Department (PDHD) Direc-
tor Charles Hiter reports
one probable and one sus-
pect hepatitis A case in
Crittenden County, but cau-
tions against widespread
concerns locally.

“PDHD is aware and
has been monitoring the
situation and supporting
surveillance and investiga-
tions in order to determine
if the cases are confirmed,"
he said. "At this point, there
are no public health con-
cerns to the local public."

The Department for
Public Health says people
who are considered high
risk for exposure to the
hepatitis A virus should get
vaccinated as soon as pos-
sible, to avoid contracting
the virus and lessen the
spread of the disease. High
risk groups include individ-
uals who use illicit drugs,
close contacts of illicit drug
users and homeless peo-
ple. DPH said 80 percent of
the cases have occurred in
those groups.

Other priority areas of
the population for vaccina-
tion include: people with di-
rect contact with someone
who has hepatitis A; men
who have sexual contact
with men; and people who
are at increased risk of
complications from hepati-
tis A, such as those with
chronic liver disease.

“Immunizations can be
obtained from a health care
provider, pharmacies, and
clinics throughout the
state,” said DPH Commis-
sioner Dr. Jeffrey Howard.
“Local health departments
have limited vaccine supply

for at-risk individuals who
are uninsured.  In addition,
if you live in a county expe-
riencing an outbreak, we
also urge you to be vacci-
nated for hepatitis A as well
as continue to practice reg-
ular and thorough hand
washing, particularly if you
are engaging with any of
the high-risk groups.”

Health officials describe
hepatitis A as a
highly contagious,
vaccine-preventable
disease of the liver,
which causes in-
flammation of the
liver and affects the
organ’s ability to
function. Signs and

symptoms of infection in-
clude nausea, diarrhea,
and loss of appetite, fever,
fatigue, jaundice (yellowing
of the skin or eyes), clay-
colored bowel movements,
dark-colored urine, and ab-
dominal discomfort. Signs
and symptoms usually ap-
pear 2-4 weeks after expo-
sure but may occur up to 7
weeks after exposure. Chil-
dren under 6 with hepatitis
A often show few signs and
symptoms.

The virus is found in the
stool of infected people and
is usually spread person-
to-person when infected
people do not properly
wash their hands or do not
have access to proper san-
itation. Transmission typi-
cally occurs when a person
ingests infected fecal mat-
ter, even in microscopic
amounts, from contact with
contaminated objects,
food, or drinks. DPH rec-
ommends frequent hand
washing, particularly after
using the restroom, or be-
fore eating, to prevent
transmission of hepatitis A
and many other common
diseases.

Since 2006, the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention has recom-
mended that all children re-
ceive the hepatitis A
vaccine series. DPH rec-
ommends children aged 1
to 18 years receive the
two-dose hepatitis A vac-
cine, as well as at-risk
adults.

Kentucky now requires
all students in kindergarten
through 12th grade to have
two doses of the hepatitis A
vaccine in order to attend
school or receive a certifi-
cate of immunization.

Hep A outbreak
not yet cause for
local concern

Hiter



METRO SERVICES
Pets have been kept for

centuries. Statistics from
various sources indicate
North Americans own mil-
lions of dogs, cats, birds,
small mammals, and rep-
tiles.

Pets’ affable nature and
loving looks are enough for
many people to welcome
them into their homes, but
the benefits of having a pet
extends beyond their ap-
pearances and tempera-
ments.

� Pets can help prevent
loneliness. Loneliness affects
people of all ages, but it is
particularly problematic
among seniors. Older adults
who may be isolated can
benefit from having a pet
around. According to a study
published in Aging & Mental
Health, older adults who
owned pets were 36 percent
less likely to say they were
lonely compared to those
who didn’t have an animal
companion.

� Pets can save lives. Pets
can be trained to perform
various tasks around the
house and in the commu-
nity. Rescue animals assist in
finding people after natural
disasters. Medical alert pets

can help people with debili-
tating illnesses and assist
physically impaired people
with everyday tasks.

• Pets help lower allergy
risks. Keeping pets around
can reduce a child’s likeli-
hood of developing allergies
by as much as 33 percent, ac-
cording to a study by pedia-
trician James E. Gern that
was published in the Journal
of Allergy and Clinical Im-
munology. People exposed
early on to animals tend to
develop stronger immune
systems overall.

� Pets provide socializa-
tion opportunities. A pet can
be the common denomina-
tor to strike up new friend-
ships and connect with
others. Whether walking
around the neighborhood or
being part of a pet obedience
class or interest group, pets
can help their owners ex-
pand their social circles.

� Pets can help combat
stress. Talking to or stroking
a pet can make stress easier
to handle. A study from re-
searchers at the State Uni-
versity of New York at
Buffalo found that, when
conducting a stressful task,
people experienced less
stress when their pets were

with them. Various other
studies and data from the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention have found
having a pet around can
lower blood pressure, ease
anxiety and may even help
to lessen aches and pains.
Pets provide unconditional
love, which can be beneficial
to someone facing depres-
sion or post traumatic stress
disorder.

� Pets help teach respon-
sibility. Taking care of a pet
can help children and adults
become more responsible.
According to the American
Pet Product Association’s
2011-2012 National Pet
Owners Survey, 58 percent
of pet owners say their pets
help teach their kids to be re-
sponsible through routine
care, exercise and feeding of
the animal.

Pets are more than mere
companions. In fact, pets can
offer numerous health and
well-being benefits to peo-
ple of all ages.

County animal shelter fee schedule
Crittenden County Animal Shelter on U.S. 60 East in Marion serves Crittenden, Liv-

ingston and Lyon counties. County ordinance requires all adoptions of animals into Crit-
tenden County be accompanied by the purchase of a license. Pets should also be licensed
each year. State law requires a 6 percent sales tax be added to fees and services.

- Dog or cat license only, annual ................................................................................................$5.00*
- Pick up stray dogs, cats ........................................................................................................No charge
- Dog, cat adoption fee (in-county) ......................................................................................$65.00**
- Dog, cat adoption fee (out-of-county)..............................................................................$60.00**
- Return dog, cat to owner (first occurrence).......................................................................$25.00
- Return dog, cat to owner (second occurrence) ................................................................$50.00
- Return dog, cat to owner (subsequent).............................................................................$100.00
- Owner surrender................................................................................................Donations accepted
- Boarding of quarantined animal (10 days or fewer) ................................$85.00 minimum
- Boarding of quarantined animal (10 days or more)...............Minimum plus $8.50 daily
- Boarding of animal, more than five days before return ...................$5.00 daily, plus fees
- Surcharge for animal not current on vaccinations .....................$15.00 per day, plus fees

*Exempt from sales tax. **Includes voucher for $50 spay/neuter, if necessary
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Many pet owners would
never intentionally harm
their companion animals. In
fact, pet owners often go
above and beyond to ensure
their animals are well cared
for and content. However,
many well-meaning people
may be inadvertently harm-
ing their pets with some-
thing they provide each and
every day – food.

Obesity is on the rise
among pets. The Association
for Pet Obesity Prevention
says that 54 percent of dogs
and 59 percent of cats in the
United States were catego-
rized as overweight or obese
in 2016. That marks an in-
crease from 52.5 percent and
58.3 percent, respectively,
from four years ago. The ma-
jority of veterinarians think
that pet obesity is a signifi-
cant problem and nearly half
of pet owners admit that
their vets have discussed a
pet’s ideal weight with them
during pet health visits.

Pet weight and appearance
Body weights for pets are

based on breed ideals and

may not necessarily apply to
dogs and cats of mixed
breeds. For example, a
golden retriever should
weigh between 65 and 75
pounds. A domestic cat
should weigh between 8 and
10 pounds. But vets will con-
sider a host of variables to
determine if a given pet is a
healthy weight. 

Vets advise that dog own-
ers should be able to easily
feel and count dogs’ ribs
when they run their fingers
across the side of the animal.
Pets viewed from above
should display an hourglass
figure that includes an in-
dentation near the midsec-
tion. The absence of this
“waist” may indicate a prob-
lem. When observing a pet
from the side while he or she
is standing, a slight upward
slope of the stomach should
be visible. A low-hanging ab-
domen means abdominal fat
may be present.

Problems related to weight
The Purina Pet Care Cen-

ter found that overweight
pets may live two years less
than ideal weight pets. Re-

duced life span is not the
only problem, as carrying
extra pounds can contribute
to various maladies. These
include osteoarthritis and
poor joint health, type 2 dia-
betes, ligament injuries,
heart and respiratory dis-
ease, kidney disease, and
cancer. 

Exercise and food
Just like humans, pets

need a combination of phys-
ical activity and caloric mod-
eration to maintain healthy
weights. Daily caloric needs
for indoor cats range from
180 to 200 calories per day.
The larger a dog is, the more
calories it needs. 

Pet owners should work
with their veterinarians to
map out a diet and exercise
regimen that can help their
overweight pets shed
pounds. Vets also can help
determine if weight gain is
due to illness or food habits.

Pets need to maintain
healthy diets and engage in
exercise to maintain ideal
body weights that will keep
them healthy for years to
come.

Obesity growing issue
with America’s pets

Humans benefit from having pets
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Improved
health one
of several
benefits
METRO SERVICES

One of the most impor-
tant aspects of welcoming a
pet into a home is to be a re-
sponsible part owner. Re-
sponsible pet ownership
involves providing for the
animal’s physical and emo-
tional needs, making sure to
keep the pet out of danger
and providing love, affec-
tion and training. 

Responsible pet owner-
ship also includes a com-
mitment to maintaining a
reasonable pet population.
Due to unchecked breeding,
shelters are bursting at the
seams with animals who
have been found stray or
were turned over by owners
who are unable to care for
them. The ASPCA says mil-
lions of cats and dogs of all
ages and breeds are eutha-
nized or suffer as strays
every year. These high num-
bers are the result of un-
planned litters.

Neutering, also known
as spaying and neutering,
can help keep animal num-
bers in check. American Hu-
mane says spaying is a
general term used to de-
scribe the ovariohysterec-
tomy of a female animal.
Neutering is a general term
used to describe the castra-
tion of a male animal. How-
ever, neutering is often used
in reference to both gen-
ders. Veterinarians perform
these surgeries, which often
result in the same-day re-
lease of pets if there have
been no complications. 

Many shelters require
adoptable animals be
neutered before they can be
released to a new family.
Pet owners can work with
veterinarians to determine
the best age for steriliza-
tion.

There are many great
reasons to neuter pets that
go beyond reducing over-
population.

Improves animal health
Spaying can help pre-

vent uterine infections and
breast cancer in female
pets. Neutering males can
prevent testicular cancer.

Reduces unwanted 
marking/mating behavior 

Female pets advertise
that they are ready to repro-
duce by leaving scents (uri-
nating), barking, meowing,
and being more agitated
during breeding season.
Spaying can reduce these
inclinations.

Reduces the need to roam
Male animals will travel

near or far to find a female.
Once on the prowl, the ani-
mal runs the risks of injury
from altercations with
other animals as well as

traffic. Such animals also
may get lost.

Responsible breeding
American Humane says

25 percent of shelter dogs
are purebreds. Responsible
purebred breeders have
homes lined up before they
breed. There’s no need to
mate purebreds simply for
the sake of continuing the
lineage.

Improved behavior
The ASPCA says a male

pet might be less likely to

mount other pets, people
and inanimate objects after
he’s neutered. Some aggres-
sion problems may be
avoided by early neutering
as well.

Neutering is a smart
choice. After the surgery
takes place, give the pet a
quiet, safe place to recover
and inhibit jumping or run-
ning for a few weeks. Also,
try to keep him or her from
licking the wounds. When
the vet gives a clean bill of
health, pets can resume liv-
ing full, happy lives.

5 advantages to 
sterilizing pets

2018 Crittenden County
Animal Shelter activity

Crittenden County Animal Control Officer Timmy
Todd tracks the inflow and outflow of animals at the
shelter. Todd offers a summary of 2018 activity at the
shelter, including purchases and donations of food
and cat litter. Livingston and Lyon counties pay a fee
to the county for bringing their animals to the shelter.
Totals do not include a period in October when no sta-
tistics were tracked due to Todd’s absence.

Dog/puppy statistics
INFLOW STRAY SURRENDER TOTAL

Crittenden County......................94 .............123 ..........217
Livingston County.......................82 ..............64 ...........146
Lyon County .................................44 ..............52 ............96
TOTAL DOGS .....................................................................459

OUTFLOW TOTAL

Rescued ..............................................................................361
Reclaimed by owners......................................................43
Adopted..............................................................................143
Euthanized...........................................................................6
DOA........................................................................................2

Cat/kitten statistics
INFLOW TOTAL

Crittenden County...........................................................115
Livingston County ............................................................87
Lyon County .......................................................................98
TOTAL CATS.......................................................................300

OUTFLOW TOTAL

Rescued ..............................................................................114
To local farmers for barns..............................................42
Adopted...............................................................................28
Re-homed for small donation ......................................77
Euthanized...........................................................................2

Dog food; cat food, litter
ITEM POUNDS VALUE

Dog food, county-purchased.............4,250........$1,454.15
Dog food, donated ................................9,415
Cat food, county-purchased ..................0 ....................$0.00
Cat food, donated .................................2,468
Cat litter, county-purchased .............8,400 ........$1,515.04
Cat litter, donated ..................................703

- Animal Control Officer: Timmy Todd
- Contact: 1901 U.S. 60 East, Marion.;  (270) 969-

1054
- Hours: Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-

day from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and Wednesday and Sat-
urday from 8 a.m. to noon

- Online: CrittendenShelter.blogspot.com and on
Facebook by searching for “Paws Crossed in Critten-
den County Animal Shelter”

- Funding: Public funds and private contributions
- Adoptions: $65, which serves as a voucher for

spaying or neutering at most area veterinarian clinics
with exceptions to some animals that might cost
more

- Volunteers: Applications are available for
prospective volunteers

- Greatest needs: Dog food, cat litter, cleaning
supplies (towels, bleach, detergent, etc.), and small
blankets



obligation to be the bearer
of the bad news.

“I wanted to make sure
I was the person who con-
veyed the issues,” Camp-
bell said last Thursday
during a visit to the armory
along with representatives
of the Kentucky National
Guard Con-
struction and
Facility Man-
agement Office
in Frankfort.

The issues
are related to
both struc-
tural deficien-
cies and
needed updates to bring
the outpost to current mil-
itary standards. 

Most of the structural
issues are tied to construc-
tion practices of the early
1960s, when the facility
was built on Rochester
Street. Spongy soil under
the building has led to set-
tling that has left numer-
ous cracks in the walls and
flooring as the building
twists and sinks in differ-
ent directions. Many of the
cracks and separation in
the block structure are
large enough to easily slip
in fingers beyond the first
joint. On the exterior, mor-
tar that crumbles like
chalk is separating from
the brick in many areas.

Jayson McDonald, de-
sign and project manager
with the construction and
facility office, said those is-
sues have accelerated in
the last five years. 

Kenny Staley, facilities
manager for the Kentucky
National Guard, points out
that the structural prob-
lems do not present an im-
mediate danger, but do
require extensive work to
prevent further settling.
Chief among the fixes
would be 20 helical piers,
or screwpiles, that would
have be installed around
the exterior for stability.

The 1963 construction
was substandard in other
ways compared to current
practices, Staley said. In
the drill hall, the entire
5,400-square-foot floor
would today have been
made in one pour, rein-
forced with rebar. But a
half-century ago, it was de-
signed with multiple pours,
allowing sections to settle
at different rates and create
trip hazards.

“All buildings move,” he
said. “Not this much. It’s
moving in so many ways,

settling at different rates.”
Last year’s excessive

rains, Staley explained,
have created more settling
than in any year prior.

“You’re looking at more
problems in the future,” he
added.

But it’s not just shoring
up structural problems
that could push construc-
tion beyond $1.5 million.
Updating to bring the

building to
current stan-
dards would
also be exten-
sive.

L a r r y
Goode, plan-
ning and pro-
grams branch
chief with the

Guard, indicates that
would include the addition
of a female showering area
and bathroom, as women
were not enlisted in the
mid-20th century with
combat units like the ar-
mored company first sta-
tioned in Marion. Other
updates include retrofitting
access to satisfy the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act,
upgrading plumbing and
HVAC and installating
post-9/11 blast resistant
windows.

With a limited amount
of money to maintain 1
million square feet under
roof at Kentucky’s 54 active
armories and mothballed
facilities like the one in
Marion and another 1 mil-
lion square feet of struc-
tures to keep up at training
facilities and barracks, the
Kentucky National Guard
is forced to prioritize ex-
penses. The seven-figure
fix for the 13,581 square
feet in Marion is not cost
effective.

“That’s money we just
don’t have right now,”
Goode said.

With Guard numbers
waning across the state,
the local armory was home
to only 18 soldiers, 12 of
whom lived more than 50
miles away. Only one
member, a new recruit,
lived in Crittenden County.
There about 6,500 Army
guardsmen in Kentucky,

down 500 from just a few
years ago, so Campbell
said the military is moving
to regionalize outposts for
better efficiency.

When he joined the
Guard 38 years ago,
Campbell was one of 77
enlisted men and officers
based in Marion, with more
than half of those living in
Crittenden County. Today,
there are only six guards-
men altogether living in the
county. There have been
only three enlistments lo-
cally in the last six years,
Campbell points out.

“Recruiting is a chal-
lenge,” he said.

That’s because fewer
young people today are in-
terested in the military to
begin with. But Campbell
said many prospects can-
not pass the physical
exam, cannot present
clean drug screens or have
visible tattoos outside of
the military’s standards.

Certainly, Campbell
said, if 77 soldiers were still
attached to the local ar-
mory, the decision to close
the building would have
been much more difficult.
But with the existing struc-

tural problems and out-
dated facilities, the out-
come seemed inevitable.

As one of the top men
with the Kentucky National
Guard, however, his sway
may have kept the doors
open a few extra years. A
survey of facilities across
the state three or four
years ago placed the Mar-
ion armory at risk of clo-
sure.

“I told them to leave us
alone,” Campbell said. “I
think that helped buy us a
few more years.”

Though the pot of
money to maintain the
Guard’s facilities is 75 per-
cent federal, the Common-
wealth of Kentucky owns
the armories across the
state. Ownership of the
Marion installation will re-
main with the state, and
there are no plans to dis-
pose of the property.

“We’re not selling it.
We’re not bulldozing it,”
Campbell assured local of-
ficials.

Preservation mainte-
nance will continue indefi-
nitely at the site to keep it
usable in case Guard num-
bers expand and the facil-
ity is once again needed.
The general is hopeful that
day may come not too far
down the road. Meantime,
the Guard’s construction
and facility team will keep
up the property with visits
every other week or so,
Goode said.

The armory will still be
available for use by the
community. Though the

last paid rental came in
2017, Campbell said
“handshake deals” have
seen the building continue
to be used for non-profit ef-
forts like Community
Christmas distribution.

Anything not attached
to the building has been re-
moved, nothing of value re-
mains inside. However, the
tank monument on the
front lawn will remain. The
City of Marion has agreed
to step up police patrols of
the area and keep an eye
on the vacant facility.
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Settling of the foundation since the National Guard Armory in Marion was constructed in 1963 has created nu-
merous problems at the facility on Rochester Street. Above, Kenny Staley, facilities manager for Kentucky
Army National Guard, points out a separation of mortar from the bricks on the exterior of the building. At top
right, a crack in the drill hall that runs from eye level on one wall to the ceiling on another is one of the more
noticible problems to the average onlooker, while more of the same can be seen in a restroom.

Fiscal court audit: Not enough internal controls
STAFF REPORT

A recent financial audit
of Crittenden Fiscal Court
for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2016, cited a
handful of concerns, in-
cluding the Riverview Park
Board failing to keep ade-
quate accounting records.

State Auditor Mike Har-
mon released the findings
of the audit early this
week. Kentucky law re-
quires annual audits of fis-
cal courts.

During the period be-
tween July 1, 2015, and
June 30, 2106, Crittenden
Fiscal Court had total re-
ceipts of $6.59 million and
disbursements of $7.22
million. For that period,
auditors found six areas of
non-compliance in terms of
accounting methods. But
auditors offers no sugges-
tion of malfeasance or any-
thing nefarious.

Four of the concerns
brought forward in the 53-
page audit report dealt
with weak or in adequate
internal bookkeeping con-
trols. But Harmon’s office
singled out two entities
that did not follow proper
procedures.

Riverview Park Board,

the group of fiscal court-
appointed volunteers se-
lected to oversee the
county park at the site of
the former Dam 50 on the
Ohio River, failed to docu-
ment all revenue sources
and expenses. 

“For Fiscal Year 2016,
the board had bank re-
ceipts of $10,981, bank
disbursements of $18,337,
and an ending bank bal-
ance of $23,183,” the re-
port reads. “(But) receipt
forms for the year had been
destroyed due to a lack of
storage and adequate sup-
porting documentation
was not maintained for all
disbursements.”

Crittenden County
Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom has since in-
structed the park board to
better document its finan-
cial activity and submit an
annual budget and quar-
terly statements of ac-
counting for magistrates’
approval.

Auditor’s also found
Crittenden County Jailer
Robbie Kirk did not use
proper methods to acquire
four new vehicles for Crit-
tenden County Detention
Center. 

“The total amount ex-
pended for these vehicles
was $101,549, with each
vehicle exceeding
$20,000,” the report noted.
“Each vehicle was pur-
chased with no advertise-
ment for bids.”

According to statute,
Kirk should have either
purchased the vehicles
from the Lexington auto
dealer who had the con-
tract bid on both Dodge
Ram trucks and Chargers
or advertised for bids. In-
stead, he purchased the
vehicles at a nearby Padu-
cah dealer at state contract
price in order to save time
and money on transporting
the new vehicles to Critten-
den County.

“I now know (the Lex-
ington dealer) holds the
singular state bid contract
for both vehicles and that
even if I saved the jail
money I am unable to do
this again,” Kirk said in his
official response found in
the report. “I was proud to
be able to purchase these
four vehicles without using
tax payer dollars but in-
stead only using inmate
account money from com-
missary.”

The other areas noted
by auditors were discussed
openly at the October 2018
fiscal court meeting, where
Newcom noted his frustra-
tion with the auditor’s of-
fice over many of the
findings. Those include:

- Weak internal controls
over debt and debt service
resulted in the misstate-
ment of outstanding debt
balances. This repeat find-
ing also noted a lack of seg-
regation of duties. 

Newcom said the issue
has been addressed to pre-
vent the same in the fu-
ture.

- Weak internal controls
over capital assets resulted
in the misstatement of cap-
ital assets on the county’s
schedule of capital assets.
Also a repeat finding, it
noted improper mainte-
nance of the schedule of
capital assets in the
amount of $23,866. 

The judge-executive
said this has also been ad-
dressed.

- Crittenden Fiscal
Court lacks adequate in-
ternal controls over payroll.
This included an employee
receiving both overtime pay
and compensatory time

during the same pay period
despite waiving overtime
with a signed agreement,
an employee’s whose pay
rate was not approved by
the fiscal court, health in-
surance claims not pre-
sented to the fiscal court,
incorrect retirement contri-
butions and multiple rec-
onciliation errors. 

In his reply to the audi-
tor, Newcom said the is-
sues have either been
corrected or contends they
were never issues to begin
with, explaining each cir-
cumstance.

- Crittenden Fiscal
Court does not have ade-
quate internal controls
over disbursements. This
included missing credit
card transaction invoices,
incorrect account code
usage, disbursements
without documentation, 22
disbursements totaling
$1.24 million not pre-
sented to the fiscal court
for approval, the purchase
of a jail vehicle through the
road fund, finance charges
incurred on credit cards
and others.

Newcom explained two-
thirds of the $1.24 million
is pass-through money for

Cave In Rock Ferry fund-
ing, which is approved by
magistrates in the annual
budget. That money is paid
to the county from the
Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet and, in turn, paid
to the ferry operator. In
fact, all disbursements are
presented to the courted at
monthly meetings and ap-
proved as part of the in-
come and disbursement
reports.

Some of the undocu-
mented payments were
electronic disbursements
or recurring expenses for
which invoices had failed
to be printed. The road
fund was reimbursed by
the jail. And finance
charges occur because the
fiscal court meets once a
month, meaning some in-
voices are beyond 30 days
before they are presented
to the court for approval.

However, because many
payments are approved by
magistrates after they have
been processed, the audi-
tor’s replied stated, “not
only were internal controls
over these disbursements
weak, the county was not
in compliance with state
statute.

Forgotten 
Passages’Guard
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school district already
employs nurses through
Graves County Health
Department.

- An SRO in each dis-
trict. Crittenden County
Sheriff's Deputy John
Shofner acts as the SRO
in the district. He was
hired before the 2018-19
school year. His salary is
funded by the board of
education. On Monday,
Shofner was called on to
prevent an adult with an
active warrant from en-
tering a school. The facil-
ity was locked out until
the situation was re-
solved.

- A school safety coor-
dinator. Clark serves in
that capacity, taking on
the duty after Al Starnes
retired at the end of the
previous school year.

- Schools to control
entrance to their front
door by installing an elec-
tronic lock, camera and
intercom. That has been
in place at each school in
Crittenden County for
several years.

- Visitors to report to
the front office of the
building, provide valid
identification, state the
purpose of the visit and
wear a visible name tag
while in the school This
also has been in place for

many years.
- Classroom doors be

locked from the outside
and opened from the in-
side. This is done at the
elementary and high
schools locally, but the
middle school, built in
1949, would have to be
retrofitted to meet the
standard. Clark said that
would cost about $1,500
per classroom at CCMS.
"That is if the structure of
building is solid enough
to upgrade," Clark ex-
plained.

- Classroom doors to
be locked while classes
are in progress and re-
quire classroom doors
with windows to be
equipped with material to
cover the window during
a lockdown. Clark said
locking doors is already
in place in the district.
Open doors to empty
classrooms are also
locked so that if someone
enters the room to escape
the dangers of an as-
sailant, they can shut the
door without taking time
to lock out the intruder.

- One guidance coun-
selor with mental health
training for every 250
students in a school, con-
tingent on funding.
Counselors would be re-
quired to spend at least
60 percent of their work-
day on counseling-related
tasks. While that ratio is
not met in the local

school district, through
Mountain Comprehen-
sive Care, the board of ed
has placed a mental
health professional at all
schools.

- Active shooter train-
ing for staff. Clark said all
staff – including bus driv-
ers, custodians and cafe-
teria workers –
participate locally. "We
try to do that every two
years," he added.

School districts must
have security measures
in place by July 2022 or
risk losing state finds for
new construction, the
measure requires.

Further efforts

In addition to the re-
quirements outlined in
the legislation, Critten-
den County Schools uti-
lizes K9 Resources for
random searches of cam-
puses for weapons and
drugs, employs random
searches that include
wanding students with
metal detecting devices,
offers alternative learning
environments for stu-
dents who may be trou-
bled in the normal
classroom environment
and works with local law
enforcement to practice
active shooter drills.

"I hope folks know
we're doing what we can,"
Clark said.

The efforts do not
come cheap, the superin-

tendent explained. Yet
while state funding to
school districts has been
cut for textbooks, profes-
sional development and
other areas, the local
board of education has
juggled funds to fill those
gaps as well as provide
the extra levels of health
and safety. 

"It's a challenge, while
trying to keep the tax rate
at an acceptable level,"
Clark said.

Over the summer,
construction at both the
middle and high school
main entrances will add
yet another layer of secu-
rity. The building will be
reworked to require visi-
tors to be buzzed through
a second door before
freely leaving the office
areas and entering the
school. That is already
done at the elementary
school.

"Superintendents are
asking what can we do to
make our campus safer
for students and staff,"
Clark said of his counter-
parts across the state.
"Folks are at all levels of
this."

Statewide measures

Other measures re-
quired at the state level in
SB 1 include:

- Specifying who could
serve on the board for the
Center for School Safety
and clarify members’ du-

ties. The nationally recog-
nized center was created
by the passage of House
Bill 330 in 1998. That
measure was in response
to the Heath High School
shooting on Dec. 1, 1997,
in West Paducah. Three
girls died and five other
students were injured.

- Development and im-
plementation of a school
safety coordinator train-
ing program.

- A position of State
School Security Marshal
at the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice
Training, to administer
and enforce security of
school buildings

- Expanding an anony-
mous school safety tip
line statewide.

Wise said SB 1 was the
product of testimony, re-
search and study over
eight months by the non-
partisan School Safety
Working Group and oth-
ers who were asked to as-
sist. Legislators formed
the group in response to
the western Kentucky
shooting at Marshall
County High School last
winter in Benton. Last
Thursday, the parents of
the two slain students
from the shooting gave
emotional testimony in
support of SB 1 before
the Senate Education
Committee.

“No one was shut out
from providing input,”

said Wise, chairman of
the education committee.
“No one was shut out
from my office. No one
was shut out from having
comments and feedback.”

Wise said SB 1 was
just the first step in the
legislature’s efforts to im-
prove school safety. He
said the second step
would be to fund SB 1’s
various provisions during
next year’s regular ses-
sion of the General As-
sembly. That’s when
legislators are constitu-
tionally tasked with pass-
ing a biennium budget for
the state. Wise stressed
that the bill tried to avoid
unfunded mandates that
cash-strapped rural
schools may not be able
to afford.

Sen. Christian Mc-
Daniel, R-Taylor Mill,
said as chairman of the
Senate Appropriations &
Revenue Committee he
would work to make sure
provisions of SB 1 are
funded in the next bien-
nium budget.

“We will find a way to
make the funding for this
to work,” he said.

SB 1 passed out of the
chamber by a 35-0 vote.
The measure now goes to
the House of Representa-
tives for their considera-
tion.

(Editor’s note: Ken-
tucky Today contributed
to this story.)
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Blue Knights ready for regionals, hope for state bid
STAFF REPORT

The Blue Knights had
their last regular tourna-
ment before regional
competition at the end of
this month. And Chess
Coach Don Winters likes
their chances of advanc-
ing to the state team tour-
nament in March.  

Crittenden County’s
chess team competed in
the Graves County
Scholastic on Saturday,
will all four teams finish-
ing either first or second
and several individuals
taking home honors.

The K8 team of Trey
Swaggirt, Evan McDowell,
Hayden Hildebrand,
Abbey Swinford, Isaac
Sarles and Tyler Swaggirt
has been on a hot streak
the past two tournaments
and was looking to do the

same at this one. 
“After Round 1, they

took a commanding lead
and things looked prom-
ising,” said Winters.

Contenders Murray
Middle and Lone Oak
Middle both came back
and forced a three-way tie
going into Round 5. The
Blue Knights proved they
would be the team to beat
as almost every player
would match up against
one of the two competi-
tors, and would do their
job winning five out of the
six matchups and give
the Blue Knights first
place by a mere half-
point.  

Individually McDowell
placed first with 4 points,
Sarles placed sixth with
3.5 points, Swaggirt
placed seventh with 3

points, Swaggirt placed
10th with 3 points, Hilde-
brand and Swinford
placed 17th and 18th, re-
spectively, with 2 points
each.  

The K12 team of
Skyler James, Chase
Stevens, Cole Swinford,
Gage Russell, Noah
Campbell and Dominic
Rorer would go into this
tournament as the team
to beat, as they have
placed first in every tour-
nament this season. This
tournament brought in
41 K12 players, the most
this year. 

After Round 1, the
Blue Knights took a com-
manding lead, but fell be-
hind after Rounds 2 and
3. In Round 4 they picked
things back up and went
into Round 5 with a half-

point lead. The top five
teams at the end of
Round 5 were only sepa-
rated by 2 points.

The Blue Knights tied
for first against Murray
High School with 12.5
points, and would bring
home the 2nd place tro-
phy on tiebreaks.  Indi-
vidually, Swinford placed
seventh, James placed
ninth, Stevens placed
14th, Russell placed 21st,
Rorer placed 25th and
Campbell placed 38th.  

The K3 team of Alex
Hewitt, Aidan Smith,
Luke Binkley and Roane
Topp has had its hands
full all year with the local
powerhouse Murray Ele-
mentary. This tourna-
ment would prove no
different as Murray
jumped out to an early

lead once again. The Blue
Knights nipped at their
heels all day, but would
come up just one point
shy at the end of the day
and bring home the sec-
ond place trophy.  

Individually, Topp
placed third with 4
points, Smith placed fifth
with 3 points, Hewitt
placed sixth with 3 points
and Binkley placed 11th
with 2 points.

The K5 team Wyatt
Russell, Zak Smith, Jake
Rich, Charlie Ledford,
Cameron Hernandez and
Gunner Topp has also
been battling Murray Ele-
mentary all year. The
teams would go into
Round 2 tied for first, but
Murray pulled away after
that and never looked
back.  Murray would fin-

ish the day with an im-
pressive 17 out 20 team
points taking first over
the Blue Knights who fin-
ished with 12 points.  

Individually, Rich
placed sixth with 4
points, Russell placed
16th with 3 points, Led-
ford placed 19th with 3
points, Smith placed 20th
with 2 points, Topp
placed 26th with 2 points
and Hernandez placed
34th with 1 point.

The teams will com-
pete at Regionals Feb. 23,
where the top four in
each section advance to
the state team tourna-
ment in March. Winters
has high hopes for all
four teams and feels like
they will be a strong con-
tender for the top spots at
the end of the month. 

SUBMITTEED PHOTOS

Crittenden County Blue Knights chess team competed Saturday in the Graves County Scholastic, with teams placing either first or second. Clockwise from top left, the
K12 team is comprised of (from left) Coach Don Winters, Dominic Rorer, Cole Swinford, Chase Stevens, Noah Campbell and Gage Russell; the K5 team is comprised of
Winters, Cameron Hernandez, Jake Rich, Gunner Topp, Wyatt Russell, Charlie Ledford, Zak Smith; the K8 team is comprised of Isaac Sarles, Abbey Swinford, Evan Mc-
Dowell, Winters, Tyler Swaggirt, Hayden Hildebrand and Trey Swaggirt; and the K3 team is comprised of Winters, Luke Binkley, Alex Hewitt, Aidan Smith, Roane Topp.

SCHOOLS
Continued from Page 1



Travis
Loya Charles Travis,

92, of Marion died Tues-
day, Feb. 5, 2019 at his
home.
He was a member of

Caldwell Springs Baptist
Church.
Survivors include his

children Tony (Donnetta)
Travis of Marion and
Wanda (Larry) Patterson
of Princeton, Ind..;
grandchildren, Christie
Patterson, Dana Patter-
son and Brodi (Justin)
Sutton; 7 great-grand-
children; and a great-
great-grandchild.
He was preceded in

death by his wife, Ann
Travis; parents, Ira and
Oma Travis; and five
brothers.
Services were Friday,

Feb. 8 at Caldwell
Springs Baptist Church.
Burial was at Caldwell
Springs Cemetery.
Gilbert Funeral Home
was in charge of
arrangements.
Memorials may be

made to Caldwell
Springs Cemetery.

Asbridge
Lillian Kirk Asbridge,

90, of Salem died Mon-
day, Feb. 11, 2019 at
Parkview Nursing and
Rehabilitation in Padu-
cah.
In previous years, she

had taught at Elm Grove
School, a one-room
schoolhouse. She was
an avid University of
Kentucky basketball fan
and personally recorded
their statistics. She was
a homemaker that en-
joyed cooking, doing for
others and reading her
Bible.  She was a mem-
ber of Pinckneyville Bap-
tist Church.
Surviving are two

daughters, Jane Teague
(Steve) of Ledbetter and
Becky Asbridge of Padu-
cah; a son, Tim Asbridge
(Melinda) of Georgetown,
Ky.; seven grandchil-
dren; six great-grand-
children; and several
nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in

death by her husband,
Thomas “Junior” As-
bridge; sisters, Irva Gene
Mahan and Cordie

Richardson; and par-
ents, Odell and Irva
Brown Kirk.
Services are scheduled

for 1 p.m., Thursday,
Feb. 14 in the chapel of
Boyd Funeral Directors
and Cremation Services
with Rev. Joel Frizzell of-
ficiating. Burial will fol-
low at Pinckneyville
Cemetery.
Friends may visit from

11 a.m., until the fu-
neral hour on Thursday
at the funeral home.
Memorials may be

made to Pinckneyville
Cemetery Fund.

The Crittenden
Press Obituaries
Most obituaries in The

Crittenden Press are pub-
lished at no charge. How-
ever, extended obituaries are
available for a small fee.
There is no charge for use of
a photo. Please ask your fu-
neral director about fee-
based obituaries. Obituaries
that appear in the paper are
also accessible on the Web
for free at The Press Online.
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Chamber Recognizes Partners
Crittenden County Chamber of Commerce last week recognized Partners Insurance
as the February Business of the Month. The local agency organizes the annual
Christmas Parade along with being active in many other Chamber roles. Located
on East Bellville Street, the agency has been owned by Shelly Davidson and Denise
Byarley for four years. The partners have one employee, Savanah Oliver. The com-
pany offers most lines of insurance. Pictured are (from left) City Administrator Adam
Ledford, Byarley, chamber member and former mayor Mickey Alexander, Davidson,
Chamber President Randa Berry and chamber directors Natalie Parish, Dee Heim-
gartner and Elliot West. The Chamber of Commerce is having a membership drive
in 2019 that includes a no-membership-dues feature in the first year for new mem-
bers. Contact the Chamber for more information at (270) 965-5015.

Planning for your funeral, 
the smart thing to do...
Many people are planning for their funeral 
in advance in a sincere effort to ease the stress 
loved ones will face at an emotional time. 

It takes only a little time and can be handled in the 
privacy of your home or at Gilbert Funeral Home.

Visit us online at gilbertfunerals.com 
for information on obituaries, funeral arrangements, pre-need
arrangements, and background information about the funeral home.

Gilbert Funeral Home
117 W. Bellville Street • Marion, KY 42064 • (270) 965-3171 or (270) 704-0293
gilbertfuneralhome@yahoo.com

Contact Brad Gilbert, Your Licensed Pre-Need Agent

Farmers can earn
extra money and sup-
port Kentucky’s hunt-
ing heritage by
participating in the Co-
operative Dove Field
Program offered by the
Kentucky Department
of Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources.
The program leases

privately owned and
managed fields for pub-
lic dove hunting in the
fall. Enrollment is open
through March 1.
“Landowners may

earn up to $10,000 in
the Cooperative Dove
Field Program,” said
Kentucky Fish and
Wildlife migratory bird
biologist Wes Little.
“They earn $300 per
acre planted.”
Kentucky Fish and

Wildlife is particularly
interested in landown-
ers willing to sow multi-
ple crops. “We want
farmers to sow wheat,
millet, corn and sun-
flowers,” Little said.
“Multiple crops are best
because if you have a
failure of one crop, you
still have three others to
attract doves.”
Planting the same

crop on the same plot
for consecutive years
leaches nutrients from
the soil, leading to poor
soil health. “We are
looking for productiv-
ity,” Little said. “Adding
crop rotation into the
mix helps.”
Participating fields

must be at least 10
acres. Additional lease
payments are available
for landowners who
plant buffers around
the hunting fields. “The
dove field leases gener-
ally run from 20 to 30
acres in size,” Little
said. “We want to con-
centrate on landowners
with a lot of dove hunt-
ing potential on their

lands.”
Payment amounts de-

pend on the number of
acres enrolled, crop
type and fulfillment of
the plot management
agreement with Ken-
tucky Fish and Wildlife.
“We are also looking

for silage or hemp fields
to lease for dove hunt-
ing, up to $1,000 per
lease,” Little said.
Biologists with Ken-

tucky Fish and Wildlife
must make a determi-
nation if a field has suf-
ficient numbers of birds
and adequate public ac-
cess to justify a lease.
Kentucky Fish and

Wildlife is highly inter-
ested in reaching agree-
ments with property
owners who have
acreage in underserved
areas with significant
numbers of dove
hunters. In the western
part of the state, this in-
cludes Caldwell, Cal-
loway, Christian,
Daviess, Fulton,
Grayson, Hardin, Hart,
Hickman, LaRue,
Logan, Lyon, Simpson,
Todd and Trigg coun-
ties. Boyle, Cumber-
land, Laurel, Lincoln,
Pulaski and Wayne
counties are areas of in-
terest in southcentral
Kentucky.
To get the process

started, landowners
must contact their Ken-
tucky Fish and Wildlife
private lands biologist
or Natural Resources
Conservation Service li-
aison. For a listing of bi-
ologists, visit the
Kentucky Fish and
Wildlife homepage at
fw.ky.gov and search
under the keywords,
“private lands biologist.”
Property owners may
call the department at
1-800-858-1549 week-
days from 7 a.m. to
3:30 p.m., (CST).

Part of Crittenden County’s recycling program in-
cludes the collection wagon which is stationed at Mar-
ion-Crittenden County Park next to the concession
stand. The trailer is a self-serve device aimed at creat-
ing a convenient way for residents to recycle. Plastic
bottles and aluminum cans are can be dropped off at
the recycling trailer. For more about the county’s gov-
ernment-sponsored recycling program, contact
County Judge-Executive Perry Newcom.

Game officials seeking
farmers who want to
partner for dove money
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In the home, country
and mind, beware of
Hell in the next life.

There is turmoil all
over the world because
Satan rules the minds of
millions.

The constant war and
killing in Syria, most of
the Middle
East includ-
ing Israel,
people live in
constant fear,
not knowing
peace be-
cause they re-
fuse to love
and obey the
Prince of
Peace.

All the
grief, hatred, fear and
war mongering in poli-
tics in our own nation is
because Satan rules in
the majority of lives and
homes.

How do I deduce the
majority in this group?
Simple. These kinds of
people keep getting
elected.

America has been
called a Christian nation
for years, and used to be

so, but now God’s judg-
ment is on us, and we
all know why.

How can we win com-
munist, atheists or
Muslims to Jesus when
they see too many peo-
ple claiming to be Chris-
tians living like the devil
wants them to live?
They think, “That is
Christianity?” 

Why would they want
something as bad as
what they already have?

The awful reproach
and shame hypocrites
bring on the Son of
Almighty God is terrible.
Jesus suffered untold
agony and death for
Christianity and now
has it, and Himself, ma-
ligned with sewer living
by so many. That is
what is bringing the
wrath of God down upon
us in ways no one could
imagine.

That, too, is because
God had blessed this
nation over and above
all other nations Jesus
died for. Then, to have
the government and mil-
lions want the legality of

murdering the innocent
unborn, and same-sex
marriage.

The West Coast is on
fire, there are floods in
middle America, the
East Coast is ravished
with Hurricanes and
terrible destructive
weather all year. This is
only a drop in the
bucket to what is going
to happen to this nation
for the masses to suffer
before the end of the
world.

The good will suffer
with the bad, as is and
has always been, be-
cause too many times
the good don’t try hard
enough to get the lost
saved.

I know only too well,
it is hard to work as a
soul winner, because to
proclaim the truth has
been costly for millions
who have tried the last
2,000 years.

We must urge people
to become truly born
again. Then they must
ask for the Holy Spirit to
come to live inside
them, so they can truly

obey God, stay saved
and understand His
words are orders from
the Holy Writ for all who
proclaim the truth.

Yet when these truths
are proclaimed, instead
of checking them out in
the Words of God, the
naysayers fall back on
preconceptions, then
truth suffers, and so do
souls.

The following scrip-
ture is an extension of
Jesus’ Gospel, by one
who tried so hard to get
people to reconsider:
“Study to show yourself
approved unto God, a
workman that needs not
to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of
truth.”  2nd Tim. 2:15.

That, too, is all I ask
of anyone.

•Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at
Marion Church of God, shares
her views periodically in this
newspaper. She can be reached
at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions
are her own and are not neces-
sarily those of this newspaper.

Youth event held in Princeton Feb. 27
United Youth will host an event entitled

“Lenses” in Princeton at Christ Tabernacle
Church on Wednesday, Feb. 27. There will be
food and games and a message to conclude the
event. Brandon Sigler of Marion is a youth min-
ister at the church. The event opens at 6 p.m.,
but Sigler said doors will open at 5:30. The
church is located just west of Walmart on U.S.
62 in Princeton. For more information, call the
church at (270) 365-1744.

Community Outreach Programs
- Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open from 9

a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of every month.
- First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open from 1-3

p.m. the third Thursday each month in the church’s Coleman Hall.
- The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open from 9 to

11:30 a.m. each Monday.
- The clothes closet of First Baptist Church of Fredonia is open

from 1 to 3 p.m. every Thursday. It is located at the back of the
church’s Family Life Center 
- Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in Liv-

ingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week at its out-
door Blessing Box in front of the church.

Does Your Congregation  Have  Something Planned?
Let us know. We post church notes here at no charge
Email to thepress@the-press.com or call (270) 965-3191

Lucy
TEDRICK
Guest Columnist

Religious and
Political Views

Hell lurks where Satan rules Local Faith-Based Events & Church
Outreach Programs

Sigler

By TOMMY WRING
GUEST COMMENTARY
I am 81 years old and have

never heard anyone teach or
preach that you can be saved
and then do anything you
want. I have never heard any-
one who was saved say that is
against Bible teaching.
I believe a person can back-

slide and break fellowship with
God, but not our relationship. 
David was a man after God’s

own heart, yet he committed
adultery with Bathsheba and
then sent her husband Uriah
up on the front lines of battle
to get killed. In his prayer of re-
pentance, he asked to “restore
unto me the joy of they salva-
tion” (Psalms 51:12). Nathan
the Prophet showed him his
sin and he repented. (2 Samuel
12:1-17). 
When a man is “overtaken in

a fault, ye which are spiritual,
restore such a one in the spirit
of meekness; considering thy-
self, lest thou also be tempted.”
(Galations 6:1).
“Brethren (Christians), if any

of you do err from the truth,
and one convert him; let him
know, that he which con-
verteth the sinner from the
error of his way shall save a
soul from death, and shall hide

a multitude of sins.” (James
19-20).
Peter was an apostle called

by God, yet he denied he knew
Him and even cursed Him. Was
he still saved? I believe he was.
Jesus said in Luke 22:31-32,

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan
hath desired to have you, that
he may sift you as wheat. But I
have prayed for thee, that thy
faith fail not; and when thou
art converted, strengthen thy
brethren.”
Jesus said in John 3:16, “For

God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.”
Jesus said in John 10-27-

28, “My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they
know me; And I give unto them
eternal life, and they shall
never perish neither shall any
man pluck them out of my
hands.”
Shaking a preacher’s hand,

being baptized or joining a
church never saved anyone.
You must be born again (John
3:7). All have sinned (Romans
3:23). You must repent (Luke

13:3-5), ask Jesus to come into
your heart and He will save
you (Romans 10:9-10, 13).
The argument they were not

saved in the first place may be
right. “Therefore if any man be
in Christ, he is a new creature;
old things are passed away; be-
hold, all things are become
new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17).
If anyone continues in sin

and practices sin, it doesn’t
sound like he is in Christ and
a new creature. “Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in
heaven.” (Matthew 7:21). 
If one continues in sin, it

doesn’t sound like he is doing
the Father’s will.
1 John 1:9 tells us that when

we sin, we must confess our
sins and He will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
When we are saved, the Holy

Spirit comes in and makes his
abode within us. When this
happens, there is a battle be-
tween the two natures – Holy
Spirit for good and carnal
fleshy for bad. Thus, the Apos-
tle Paul told of the struggles
between the two natures in Ro-

mans 7:15-25. Yet Paul be-
lieved God would take care of
him in 2 Timothy 1:12.
I believe Jesus died once for

all sins (Romans 6:10) – past
present and future – but we
must ask forgiveness when we
sin.
According to Hebrews 6:4-6,

it sounds like if a person could
lose their salvation, it would be

impossible to be saved again
because Jesus will not be cru-
cified again.

Editor’s note: Tommy Wring,
a resident of Salem, is respond-
ing to Sister Lucy Tedrick’s Dec.
13, 2018, Religion page column
entitled “Once saved can never
be lost is unbiblical.”

Probing the question of salvation’s perseverance against sin
Guest Commentary

Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet Officials (KyTC) will at-
tend the Crittenden Fiscal
Court meeting next Thursday
to invite input from local offi-
cials on the county's most
pressing transportation infra-
structure needs as part of a
statewide listening tour.
In attendance will by Dep-

tartment of Rural & Municipal
Aid Commissioner Gray
Tomblyn II and KyTC District 1
Chief Engineer Kyle Poat, Dis-
trict 2 PD&P Engineer Harold
Gibson and Smithland Section
Engineer Austin Hart.
The meeting takes place at

8:30 a.m. at the courthouse in
Marion.the end of the month.

KyTC officials to discuss roads with magistrates

How would you like to
figuratively hand out
more than 3,000 

business cards in a day?
The Crittenden Press can help!

Ask About our Late Winter
Business Guide Special!

Online and in Print Just
$20

(270) 965-3191
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Fohs Hall hosts
Ridin’ Shotgun

Local band Ridin’ Shot-
gun will perform Saturday
at Fohs Hall for a fundrais-
ing Mardi Gras event. Tick-
ets are $50, which
incldues a catered meal
and a membership to Fohs
Hall, Inc. Tickets are avail-
able at The Crittenden
Press and Bowtanicals in
Marion and Salem.

CASA auction
An online auction bene-

fits the Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASA)
program of Hopkins, Web-
ster and Crittenden coun-
ties. Visit the CASA
Facebook page to see a
list of items up for auction.
Bidding continues through
Saturday.

Conservation
scholarships

Crittenden County high
school seniors and college
students pursuing studies
in agriculture and natural
resource can apply for
scholarships from the Ken-
tucky Association of Con-
servation Districts (KACD)
Auxiliary. Three $1,000
scholarships will be of-
fered. 

High school seniors
who intend to major in agri-
culture or conservation of
natural resources may
apply for the George
Crafton Memorial Scholar-
ship. The Conservation of
Natural Resources Schol-
arship is awarded to any
student currently enrolled
in college and pursuing an
undergraduate degree in
agriculture or a related nat-
ural resources field. The
third scholarship is the
Betty Barrick/Non-Tradi-
tional Students Scholar-
ship, for a student that is at
least 25 years old pursuing
a degree in agriculture or a
related natural resources
field.

Application deadline is
noon, March 1. For more
information call the Con-
servation District at (270)
965-3921, ext. 3.

Submit local events 
Community calendar is de-
signed for individuals, non-
profit organizations and
government entities to publi-
cize meetings and events. dCall
(270) 965-3191 or email press-
news@the-press.com or stop
by our office at 125 E. Bellville
St. in Marion.

Extension
– The Crochet Corner

Club invites anyone inter-
ested in needlework – em-
broidery, knitting, tatting,
etc. to join them.  They are
going to become a needle-
work club.  They meet at
noon Feb. 20 at the Exten-
sion Office.  Donations of
yarn, needles, hoops etc.,
are also being accepted.
Contact Nancy Lapp at
(270) 965-4469 for more
information.  

– After Hours Club will
meet at 5 p.m., Monday at
the Extension Office.

(Author’s note: The fol-
lowing information came
from Kentucky National
Guard history and The
Crittenden Press articles
and is not intended to be
a comprehensive history
of the local armory and
units.)

Military organizations
have a long history in
Marion, with the first
unit of record being the
Marion Rifle Battalion of
the Kentucky State
Guard, organized in Au-
gust 1860 (just five
months after the State
Guard was created). Two
companies made up the
battalion, known as the
“Marion Rifles.”

Men from
C r i t t e n d e n
County and
other western
Kentucky coun-
ties served with
the Union Army
in the Civil War
as part of the
48th Kentucky
V o l u n t e e r
Mounted In-
fantry Regiment.
Records reveal
that there was a
military unit in
Marion from
1860 to 1880,
a l t h o u g h
records from
several of those
years are missing. 

Some men from Crit-
tenden County served in
the Spanish-American
War at the turn of the
century, and it is known
that an infantry company
was present in Marion in
the early 1900s. This
unit was organized as
Company K, 3rd Infantry
Regiment in March 1908.
In 1907, some companies
in the regiment were
called out to suppress
the Night Riders in west-
ern Kentucky, and some
men from Marion may
have been involved.
Early 20th century
In March 1925, Com-

pany I was transferred
from Pikeville to Marion
and reorganized as Com-
pany C, 149th Infantry,
and mustered into fed-
eral service. The com-
pany was changed from
Company C back to Com-
pany I, 149th Infantry on
June 6, 1926. 

In their first few years
of organization, the
Guard participated in
several state active du-
ties. In July 1925, they
were called out for seven
days to assist in the res-
cue work for seven men
trapped in the Hudson
Mine, a zinc mine located
near Salem. They were
also called several times
to help in escorting pris-
oners to and from pris-

ons and penitentiaries
and helping with flood
duty in Ballard and Hick-
man counties.

In the 1930s, the Mar-
ion unit was activated for
duty during a coal strike
in Harlan. They were on
duty during labor distur-
bances in Hopkins,
Christian and Union
counties, and they were
activated for flood duty in
Paducah during the flood
of 1937. 
Greatest Generation
In January 1941, the

Marion Guard was called
up for active duty in
World War II. Sixty men
left Marion by train for
Camp Shelby, Miss.,

where they re-
ceived infantry
training. After
training, Com-
pany I left for
overseas duty in
January 1944,
first stopping in
Hawaii and then
proceeding to
the South Pa-
cific, where they
participated in
campaigns in
New Guinea,
Mindanao, the
Philippines and
Luzon, before re-
turning to the
P h i l i p p i n e s .
There were casu-

alties, including five men
killed, and some men re-
ceived battlefield com-
mendations. When the
company returned, the
unit was disbanded and
would not be reorganized
until 1955.

In 1955, Carson G.
Davidson, who was not a
member of the unit when
it began in 1925, was
contacted by the Adju-
tant General about reor-
ganizing the National
Guard in Marion. In
order to have federal
recognition for the unit,
there had to be a com-
pany commander and at
least 13 people. The
Guard was reorganized
with 18 people and a
commander and was des-
ignated Battery C of the
640th Field Artillery Ob-
servation Battalion. 

The activation cere-
monies for Marion’s new
National Guard unit were
held on Sunday, June
26, 1955, in the lot on
East Bellville Street next
to the former Marion City
Hall. The unit would be
commanded by Capt. Ed-
ward Runyan of Marion
and the executive officer
would be Lt. Charles
Brockmeyer of Fredonia.
The temporary meeting
place of the two officers
and 30 enlisted men
would be in the Legion
Hall on East Carlisle

Street. 
The unit is a highly

specialized organization
carrying higher non-com-
missioned officer ratings
than most other military
units. It offers, in addi-
tion to high pay, educa-
tional advantages in the
field of radio, radar, sur-
vey, sound and flash
equipment and the nor-
mal fields of supply ad-
ministration.

The Sixties
In the early 1960s, the

Guard was activated for
duty because of the
Berlin Crisis. The men
trained at Fort Knox, but
were never sent overseas.
The late retired 1st Sgt.
Carson Davidson remem-
bered that the men from
the National Guard were
harassed by the regular
Army while they were at
Fort Knox, but their unit
was recognized by Maj.
Gen. Baston, commander
of Fort Knox, for superior
service during tank train-
ing while they were there. 

During the 1950s and
early 1960s, the men at-
tended summer camp
and had annual training
at Camp Breckinridge.
Over the next several
years, the National
Guard units in Marion
were reorganized as com-
panies C and D, 123rd
Armor, (Medium Tank
Battalion), and in 1968,
they were organized as
Company A, 1st Battal-
ion, 123rd Armor, which
they remained until June
1995, when they were re-
organized as Company B,
2nd Battalion, 123rd
Armor, with headquar-
ters in Bowling Green.

New armory built
The current National

Guard Armory was com-
pleted in 1963 after ob-
taining 8 acres of land
from the Crittenden
County Board of Educa-
tion. At one time, this
land was used as the
Crittenden County Fair-
grounds. At the time the
land was acquired by the
Guard, it was a baseball
complex for Little League. 

The state supplied a
quarter of the money for

the armory, while the
federal government sup-
plied the balance of the
funding. Fundraisers
were held to raise the
money for the armory’s
construction. 

The armory, a one-
story square building
with attached two-story
drill hall, sits on approx-
imately 8 acres in a resi-
dential area. The land for
the armory was sold to
the National Guard by
the Crittenden County
School Board for $1,500. 

The new armory was
dedicated on April 19,
1964. Congressman
Frank Stubblefield was
the dedicatory speaker. A
19-gun salute from five of
the company’s M-46 Pat-
ton tanks greeted the
congressman and other
dignitaries on their ar-
rival.

Current armory
The current armory is

the only one built in Mar-
ion with help from state
and federal funds, plus
local fundraisers. In
1926, A.M. Shelby had a
new building built for the
National Guard located
on West Bellville Street.
The building was of
cream-faced brick, beau-
tiful large plate glass win-
dows and of ample size
for the requirements of
the company in drilling
and for indoor games as
well. The building was
modern throughout, hot
and cold running water
and everything. (This
building was the one torn
down to build the new
fire station.) Two other
buildings also served as a
home for the National
Guard since its begin-
nings in Marion in 1925.
One was a county-owned
maintenance garage lo-
cated near the entrance
of the city, and it was
also housed in a concrete
block building on Walker
Street that is now used
by the city maintenance
department. 

The National Guard
was not active in Marion
for 10 years after World
War II (1945-55), but
when the Guard was re-

organized in 1955, it was
housed in another leased
building. In August of
1963, the Guard moved
into an existing two-bay
gas station located on
Gum Street (former
Tabor’s Muffler Shop)
until moving into the cur-
rent armory. 

Rededication
On Sept. 14, 2002, a

ceremony to name Mar-
ion’s National Guard Ar-
mory in honor of the late
Carson G. Davidson was
held. Davidson was com-
monly referred to as Mr.
National Guard, largely
because of the multitude
of tasks he carried out at
the armory in the 1970s.
He was in charge of re-
cruiting, administration,
supplies, training and
janitorial duties. He was
credited with the unit’s
growth and push for a
new facility under Com-
mander Ed Runyan. Re-
tired Col. Maurice
Farmer, who served with
Davidson, stated, “He is
the primary reason Mar-
ion has a National Guard
unit today.

–––
In addition to its long

military history, the Na-
tional Guard has partici-
pated in many state
active duty missions.
More recent state active
duties include evacuat-
ing people from their
homes during blizzards
in 1995 and 1996 in
Henderson, in 1997 flood
duty in Livingston
County and the 2009 ice
storm. Men from the unit
have also participated in
the War on Terror.

In 2007, the longtime
armored unit was reor-
ganized as part of an en-
gineer battalion. In early
2019, the unit was relo-
cated to Leitchfield and
the local armory was
closed indefinitely.

(Brenda Underdown is
chair of Crittenden
County Historical Society
and a member of Critten-
den County Genealogical
Society. Much more local
history can be found at
OurForgottenPassages.bl
ogspot.com).

Guardsmen served locally, abroad   
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Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

The Kentucky National Guard armory on Rochester St., has rich history in Marion.

Senior Center
The Crittenden County

senior Citizens Center is
open weekdays 8 a.m.-2
p.m. Lunch is served at
11:30 a.m. each day, and is
$3 for those 60 and older
and $5 for those under 60.
Reservations are encour-
aged by 9 a.m., but are
taken up to a week in ad-
vance.

Menu and activities in-
clude:

Thursday - Menu is
chicken and brown rice
casserole, buttered spinach,
wheat roll, banana pudding
and margarine.

Friday - Menu is baked
spaghetti, broccoli salad,
Mandarin oranges, garlic
breadstick. Bingo begins at
10:30 a.m.

Monday – Menu is frank-
furter and kraut, mashed po-
tatoes, black-eyed peas,
cornbread and vanilla pud-
ding. Tax preparation assis-
tance is available. Please
call for appointment. Ladies
exercise with Full Body Fit-
ness Studio begins at 9:45
a.m.

Tuesday – Menu is
sloppy Joe on whole wheat
bun, hashbrown casserole,
baked pork ‘n beans, baked
apples and raisins. Legal

aid is available at 10 a.m.
Feb. 20 – Menu is chili

con carne, pimiento cheese
on wheat bread and Man-
darin oranges.. Blood pres-
sure checks are provided,
and Bingo begins at 10:30
a.m.

All menu items are sub-
ject to change based on
availability. PACS provides
milk, coffee, tea and water
each day. Aging coordinator
Jenny Sosh is director of the
center, which is a service of
Pennyrile Allied Community
Services.

For more information,
call the center at (270) 965-
5229.

Library events
The following events are

scheduled at the Crittenden
County Public Library in
February.

Feb. 21 is the next
Friends of the Crittenden
County Library Meeting at 6
p.m. 

Feb. 22 is Conversation
Heart Trivia Night at 7 p.m.
Get your team together to
compete for the coveted
CCPL Trivia Night trophy. 

Each Tuesday, Lego
Club meets 3:30 to 4:30
p.m. for kindergarten
through 4th grade students
in the library meeting room.
Each Thursday, Tech Help
with Carol is scheduled for
10 a.m. to noon to teach
computer basics and how to
download eBooks and  digi-
tal audiobooks. 

E-cig dangers addressed
Cardiologist Patrick Withrow, M.D., director of clinical out-
reach at Baptist Health Paducah, spoke last week to Crit-
tenden County Middle School students about the dangers
of Juul and other electronic cigarette devices. The use of
the e-cigarette is an alarming trend on the rise among
adolescents, said Dr. Withrow, who also visited Denis
Hodge's freshman health class. 

Active lifestyles encouraged 
Serena Dickerson, owner of Full Body Fitness Studio presented the program for the
Woman’s Club of Marion Feb. 6 meeting, discussing the Importance of sleep, stretching,
improving mobility and flexibility and walking. Dickerson is certified in fitness for aging
adults along with other certifications and works with approximately 90 people a day to
maintain a healthy lifestyle.

9



Kentucky
faces a SEC
showdown with
Tennessee Sat-
urday night in
Rupp Arena.
The Volunteers
have been ter-
rific all season
and many be-
lieve that junior
Grant Williams
is the top con-
tender for SEC
Player of the
Year and senior
Admiral
Schofield is the
other Tennessee
player that gets
the most national atten-
tion.

But don’t overlook
guard Jordan Bone. Ten-
nessee coach Rick Barnes
says the junior has “im-
proved as much as any-
one I’ve coached” and
some even are making a
case that Bone might be
Tennessee’s most impor-
tant player. He’s got an
explosive first step that
will certainly challenge UK
freshman Ashton Hagans’
defensive ability and he
has been terrific in transi-
tion. He’s also become a
more consistent 3-point
shooter in conference
play. 

He’s averaging about
13.5 points, 6.8 assists
and 3.2 rebounds per
game and could be the
key to Saturday’s show-
down.

“He’s really an integral
part of this. I don’t think
there is any question I
have coached him as hard
as any player I have ever
coached,” Tennessee
coach Rick Barnes said.
“We know point guard is
the most important posi-
tion and he is 2 1/2 years
in the making. He is start-
ing to connect the dots
and get more consistent. I
really believe his best bas-
ketball is ahead of him.”

Kentucky coach John
Calipari has heaped praise
on Tennessee all season
… and that certainly
hasn’t changed now that
the game is almost here.

“Tennessee is just so
good,” the UK coach said.
“They don’t beat them-
selves. They play efficient
on both sides. They’re
physical. They’re experi-
enced. They’ve got older
players.”

Tennessee became the
first team to be ranked No.
1 without a top 100 re-
cruit since Oklahoma dur-
ing the 2015-16 season.
Oklahoma reached the
Final Four that season.
Tennessee’s highest
ranked recruit is fresh-
man D.J. Burns at 108 –
and he’s being redshirted.

“They are terrific. They
are the best team in the
country,” Florida coach
Mike White said after his
team lost to Tennessee
last Saturday. “They are
equally as good defen-
sively as they are offen-
sively. I think versatility,
discipline, toughness and
strength are words I
would use to describe
them on both side of the
basketball. They defended
us at a high level again.

They are all very
strong and can
muscle you.
Their bigs can
move their feet.
It is really a good
combination.
They are really
good.”

NFL Draft
Seeing cor-

nerback Lonnie
Johnson im-
prove his NFL
Draft status
with a strong
showing at the
Senior Bowl did
not surprise UK

recruiting coordinator
Vince Marrow.

“I have been saying
Lonnie for a long time
would get drafted high,”
Marrow said.  “He still has
to go run (at the NFL
Scouting Combine Feb.
26-March 4 in Indianapo-
lis)  and do what he's
gonna do, but just from
his practices at the Senior
Bowl, a guy that's 6-3,
210 and he's going to run
a 4.4,” Marrow said. “Just
from the feedback I have
been getting, he’s going to
be a first round pick.”

That would give UK two
first-round picks when the
draft is held April 25-27 in
Nashville because it is a
given that Josh Allen will
not only be a first-round
choice but will be a top
five pick. 

Marrow believes safety
Darius West – one of eight
Wildcats invited to the
Combine – could surprise
many. 

“He will run a sub 4.38
(40) and has been a three-
year starter in the SEC,”
Marrow said. 

What about running
back Benny Snell, UK’s
all-time leading rusher?

“When you look at
Benny, his film speaks for
itself,” Marrow said. “Now,
will he run what they (NFL
scout) think or surprise
them and run faster (at
the combine) and move up
in the draft?”

“We have other guys
who will be drafted. The
first year we had maybe
one guy (Bud Dupree)
drafted. Now we should
have at least five or six
guys drafted. When you
do that, then you can go
compete with people that
have seven or eight (play-
ers) drafted.”

Kentucky has eight
players – Allen, Johnson,
West, Snell, tight end C.J.
Conrad, safety Mike Ed-
wards, linebacker Jordan
Jones and cornerback
Derrick Baity –invited to
the combine, it’s highest
total ever. Only six schools
– Alabama (11), Clemson
(11), Ohio State (10), Geor-
gia (9), Mississippi (9) and
Washington (9) – had
more players invited. 

Marrow said NFL
scouts told him and other
UK coaches all season
about how “different” the
bodies were for UK seniors
they had watched for four
or five years.

“I remember one guy
told me we would win 10
or 11 games and also said
nine or 10 guys would get

drafted,” Marrow said. “He
actually called me after
(UK beat) Penn State (in
the Citrus Bowl) and told
me we had NFL players
now.”

Marrow said he’s going
to watch all three days of
the draft because he
thinks Kentucky will have
players drafted each day –
something that has never
happened before. He said
he’s trying to talk Stoops
into going to Nashville  for
the draft. 

P.J. Washington
Remember back earlier

this season when many
speculated that Kentucky
sophomore P.J. Washing-
ton was hurting his NBA
Draft stock with his play.

Amazing how that
changed with three
straight double-doubles
(the first by a UK player in
five years) and five 20-
point games in a six-game
stretch after scoring 23
points in the win at Mis-
sissippi State last Satur-
day.

“The only player in the
SEC who may have played
better than P.J. Washing-
ton the last few weeks is
Grant Williams (of Ten-
nessee). Guy is getting
better each time he takes
the floor,” Jon Rothstein,
college basketball insider
for CBS Sports, said. 

Kentucky coach John
Calipari insists NBA
scouts are more im-
pressed with Washington’s
energy, athleticism and
aggressiveness than they
are his improved 3-point
and foul shooting.

“I am trying to explain
to all of these guys, not
just P.J., that the ego stuff
you care about doesn’t
matter. It’s this stuff that
you are evaluated on that
matters,” Calipari said.
“P.J. is getting better. He
is getting in better shape.
When something goes
wrong, he doesn’t go cool
and act like it doesn’t mat-
ter. He bows his neck and
just plays. 

“The other thing is he is
taking on challenges. You
don’t know why the light
goes on but you see it and
know it happens and you
are just glad it happened.”

That’s why the UK
coach was disappointed
that Washington only had
three points to go with his
23 rebounds against Mis-
sissippi State.

“He just can’t do that,”
Calipari said. “He’s too
good to just have three re-
bounds.”

South Carolina coach
Frank Martin tried to re-
cruit Washington out of
high school. He’s certainly
seen the light come on for
Washington, who had 20
points against his team in
a recent UK win.

“He is playing tremen-
dous basketball,” Martin
said. “He was really good
in high school, had a real
good freshman and now
as a sophomore his un-
derstanding is better. You
can see that in his pace,
shooting ability, under-
standing where opportuni-
ties are. I can see that. He
is a handful.”
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Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

VICKY GRAFF

Cornerback Lonnie Johnson (6) has put himself into position to be a possible first-round
draft pick thanks to his performance at the Senior Bowl.

UK facing SEC showdown
with Tennessee Saturday

Mike Harmon

Auditor of Public Accounts

To the People of Kentucky 
The Honorable Matthew G. Bevin, Governor 
William M. Landrum III, Secretary 
Finance and Administration Cabinet 
The Honorable Perry Newcom, Crittenden County Judge/Executive 
Members of the Crittenden County Fiscal Court 

Independent Auditor’s Report 

Report on the Financial Statement 
Report on the Financial Statement
We have audited the accompanying Statement of Receipts, Disbursements, and Changes in

Fund Balances - Regulatory Basis of the Crittenden County Fiscal Court, for the year ended June
30, 2016, and the related notes to the financial statement which collectively comprise the Crittenden
County Fiscal Court’s financial statement as listed in the table of contents.

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statement
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of this financial statement

in accordance with accounting practices prescribed or permitted by the Department for Local Gov-
ernment to demonstrate compliance with the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s regulatory basis of ac-
counting and budget laws. This includes determining that the regulatory basis of accounting is an
acceptable basis for the preparation of the financial statement in the circumstances. Management
is also responsible for the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to
the preparation and fair presentation of a financial statement that is free from material misstatement,
whether due to fraud or error.

Auditor’s Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on this financial statement based on our audit. We

conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States
of America, the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards,
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States and the Audit Guide for Fiscal Court Audits
issued by the Auditor of Public Accounts, Commonwealth of Kentucky. Those standards require that
we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statement
is free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and dis-
closures in the financial statement. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, in-
cluding the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statement, whether due
to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant
to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the financial statement in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opin-
ion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An
audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonable-
ness of significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall
presentation of the financial statement.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a
basis for our audit opinion.

Basis for Adverse Opinion on U.S. Generally Accepted Accounting Principles
As described in Note 1 of the financial statement, the financial statement is prepared by the Crit-

tenden County Fiscal Court on the basis of the accounting practices prescribed or permitted by the
Department for Local Government to demonstrate compliance with the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky’s regulatory basis of accounting and budget laws, which is a basis of accounting other than
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.

The effects on the financial statement of the variances between the regulatory basis of accounting
described in Note 1 and accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America,
although not reasonably determinable, are presumed to be material.

Adverse Opinion on U.S. Generally Accepted Accounting Principles
In our opinion, because of the significance of the matter discussed in the Basis for Adverse Opin-

ion on U.S. Generally Accepted Accounting Principles paragraph, the financial statement referred
to above does not present fairly, in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the
United States of America, the financial position of the Crittenden County Fiscal Court as of June 30,
2016, or changes in financial position or cash flows thereof for the year then ended.

Basis For Qualified Opinion On Regulatory Basis of Accounting
Crittenden County’s Statement of Receipts, Disbursements, and Changes in Fund Balances -

Regulatory Basis, includes the bank activity of the Riverview Park Board. The Riverview Park Board
did not maintain adequate supporting records to determine accurate receipts, disbursements, and
reconciled fund balance. Since the accounting records for the Riverview Park Board were not ade-
quate, the financial information presented could not be determined to be reasonably accurate.

Qualified Opinion on Regulatory Basis of Accounting
In our opinion, except for the possible effects of the matters discussed in the Basis for Qualified

Opinion On Regulatory Basis of Accounting paragraph, the financial statement referred to above
presents fairly, in all material respects, the fund balances of the Crittenden County Fiscal Court as
of June 30, 2016, and their respective cash receipts and disbursements, and budgetary results for
the year then ended, in accordance with the basis of accounting practices prescribed or permitted
by the Department for Local Government described in Note 1.

Other Matters
Supplementary Information

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statement taken
as a whole of the Crittenden County Fiscal Court. The Budgetary Comparison Schedules and Capital
Asset Schedule are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the
financial statement; however, they are required to be presented in accordance with accounting prac-
tices prescribed or permitted by the Department for Local Government to demonstrate compliance
with the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s regulatory basis of accounting and budget laws.

The accompanying Budgetary Comparison Schedules and Capital Asset Schedule are the re-
sponsibility of management and were derived from and relate directly to the underlying accounting
and other records used to prepare the financial statement. Such information has been subjected to
the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statement and certain additional proce-
dures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting
and other records used to prepare the financial statement or to the financial statement itself, and
other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of America. In our opinion, the Budgetary Comparison Schedules and Capital Asset Schedule
are fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the financial statement as a whole.

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated Oc-

tober 5, 2018, on our consideration of the Crittenden County Fiscal Court’s internal control over fi-
nancial reporting and on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations,
contracts, and grant agreements and other matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the
scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that
testing, and not to provide an opinion on the internal control over financial reporting or on compliance.
That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Stan-
dards in considering the Crittenden County Fiscal Court’s internal control over financial reporting
and compliance.

Based on the results of our audit, we present the accompanying Schedule Findings and Re-
sponses included herein, which discusses the following report comments:

- 2016-001 Weak Internal Controls Over Debt And Debt Service Resulted In The Misstatement
Of Outstanding Debt Balances

- 2016-002 Weak Internal Controls Over Capital Assets Resulted In The Misstatement Of Capital
Assets On The County’s Schedule Of Capital Assets

- 2016-003 The Crittenden County Fiscal Court Does Not Have Adequate Internal Controls Over
Disbursements

- 2016-004 The Crittenden County Fiscal Court Lacks Adequate Internal Controls Over Payroll
- 2016-005 The Crittenden County Fiscal Court Did Not Properly Budget Or Account For The

Riverview Park Board
- 2016-006 The Crittenden County Jailer Did Not Properly Procure Vehicles

Respectfully submitted, 

Mike Harmon 
Auditor of Public Accounts 

October 5, 2018
State law requires the Auditor of Public Accounts to annually audit fiscal courts, county clerks,

and sheriffs; and print the results in a newspaper having general circulation in the county. The com-
plete audit and any other audit of state agencies, fiscal courts, county clerks, sheriffs, and property
valuation administrators may be viewed in the reports section of the Auditor of Public Accounts’ web-
site at www.auditor.ky.gov or upon request by calling 1-800-247-9126. 

209 St. ClAir Street telePHONe 502.564.5841

FrANKFOrt, KY 40601-1817 FACSiMile 502.564.2912

WWW.AUDitOr.KY.GOV

AN eQUAl OPPOrtUNitY eMPlOYer M/F/D
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BASKETBALL
This Week’s Games
FRIDAY
Lady Rockets host Ft. Campbell
Rockets host Ft. Campbell

Girls Region at Marion
The Fifth District is in line to
host this year’s Second Region
Girls’ Basketball Tournament. Al-
though Trigg was originally
scheduled to host the event, that
school declined and Crittenden
County will now be the host. The
regional tournament will be at
Rocket Arena Feb. 27 through
March 5. 

Elementary results
Here are individual scoring figures from

Crittenden County Elementary School’s re-
cent basketball games:

GIRLS
6th Grade: Crittenden 23, Caldwell 16
Scoring: Anna Boone 6, Elliot Evans 7,
Andrea Federico 6, Madison Walker 4.
6th Grade: Crittenden 30, Caldwell 7

Scoring: Boone 8, Evans 2, Georgia
Holeman 12, Walker 1, Bristyn Rushing
2, Chloe Hunt 5.
6th Grade: Livingston 23, Crittenden 11
Scoring: Boone 3, Evans 6, Rushing 2.
4th Grade: Caldwell 22, Crittenden 10

Scoring: Jordyn Hodge 8, Haylie Hunt 2.
4th Grade: Crittenden 18, Livingston 14, OT

Scoring: Hunt 2, Hodge 11, Morgan
Stewart 3, Alexis Mattingly 2.

6th Grade: Crittenden 29, Trigg 17
Scoring: Boone 2, Evans 4, Federico 4,
Porter 4, McDaniel 5, Hunt 10.

4th Grade: Crittenden 24, Trigg 9
Scoring: Hunt 4, Hodge 8, Alexis Mat-
tingly 2, Taryn McCann 1.

SWIMMING
Cooper in Top 10
Crittenden County High School
junior Shelby Cooper finished in
the Top 10 at the
KHSAA First Re-
gion Swim Meet Fri-
day and Saturday
at Paducah. It was
her first opportunity
to swim in a scholastic regional
meet as a Lady Rocket athlete.
The school district last fall recog-
nized swimming as a CCHS
sport so that Cooper could com-
pete in KHSAA meets. She prac-
tices in Madisonville with the
high school team there. At last
weekend’s regional meet,
Cooper finished ninth in the 100-
yard backstroke and 11th in the
100-yard freestyle. The top two
finishers in each race advance to
the state meet. Cooper finished
her backstroke race in 1:12.66
and her freestyle time was
1:06.08.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Raccoon Hunt  Oct. 1 - Feb. 28
Squirrel           Nov. 12 - Feb. 28
Raccoon Trap    Nov. 12 - Feb. 28
Bobcat Trap       Nov. 12 - Feb. 28
Fox Hunt/Trap   Nov. 12 - Feb. 28
Canada Goose  Nov. 22 - Feb. 15
Snow Goose      Nov. 22 - Feb. 15
White Front Goose   Nov. 22 - Feb. 15
Bobcat Hunt      Nov. 24 - Feb. 28
Crow                    Jan. 4 - Feb. 28 
Goose Conservation  Feb. 16 - March 31
Coyote                    Year Round
Coyote Night    Feb. 1 - May 31
Groundhog              Year Round
Youth Turkey                April 6-7
Spring Turkey    Apr. 13 - May 5

Wild Game Supper
The annual Wild Game Supper

at Mexico Baptist Church will be
held Saturday, Feb. 23. This is a
free event. It begins at 5 p.m., at
the church in rural Crittenden
County.

Coyote contest
The annual coyote contest
sponsored by Hodge’s Sports &
Apparel Sports and Marion
Tourism Commission will be Fri-
day and Saturday, Feb. 22-23.
For details about the overnight
hunt, see the advertisement
elsewhere in this issue.

The Press Online
The-Press.com

Twitter @CrittendenPress

Between newspapers,
Follow all the Hoops Action 
Online at The-Press.com

VIDEOS - PODCASTS - STATS

Based on historical facts and fig-
ures local basketball observers would
have to find through deductive reason-
ing that last week’s coin tosses to de-
termine seedings for the post-season
district tournaments were a true Tale
of Two Tosses.

Crittenden County’s boys came out
on the better end if you look strictly at
how the Rockets played against other
district foes during the regular season.
Coach Denis Hodge won his coin toss
with former Rocket player and current
Trigg County coach Payton Croft.
Croft’s Wildcats and Hodge’s boys had
split during the regular season’s two
meetings and lost all other divisional
games. According to Fifth District pol-
icy, teams who are tied in the stand-
ings use as their first tie-breaker
head-to-head competition. If that is
equal, then a flip of the coin deter-
mines who gets the higher seed. 

The Fifth District is one of 55 divi-
sions in the state that seeds its post-
season tournament. Nine districts in
Kentucky do not. Those use a blind-
draw system to set playoff pairings.

Every district in the Second Region
seeds its tournaments.

Even the casual basketball observer
can see that Crittenden’s win of the
coin toss, pitting it against Livingston
Central in the first-round of next
week’s tournament, was the best case
scenario. The Rockets hadn’t come

close to competing with Lyon County
in 3 meetings this season – twice in
league play and once in the All A Clas-
sic. Thirteen points was the closest in
the trifecta of losses to the Lyons.

However, Crittenden lost by 11 at
Livingston in December in a game that
felt much closer and was most of the
way. Less than two weeks ago, Critten-
den took the Cardinals to the wire be-
fore losing by one on a three-pointer by
LCHS’s Cameron Head in the final sec-
onds.

Even though the game is at Liv-
ingston next week, the Rockets have to
feel good about their draw. Crittenden
was the No. 4 seed last February when
they upset No. 1 Livingston in the
opening round of the tournament at
Marion.

On the other hand, the Lady Rock-
ets’ coin toss was not as fortuitous.
Crittenden, Lyon and Trigg counties
finished regular-season district play in
a three-way tie. Crittenden lost twice
to Trigg during the season’s round-
robin. The Rocket girls beat Livingston
and Lyon each time they played. Lyon
beat Trigg twice during season.

At the coin flip, Crittenden and
Trigg ended up getting the second and
third seeds and Lyon got the coveted
top spot and will play tournament host
Livingston Central in the first round at
Smithland. Livingston didn’t beat any-
body in the district this year.

5TH DISTRICT
TOURNAMENTS

MONDAY, FEB. 18
Lyon vs Trigg, 6pm
Livingston vs Crittenden, 7:30pm

CHAMPIONSHIP
Thursday, Feb. 21, 6:30pm

TUESDAY, FEB. 19
Lyon vs Livingston, 6pm
Trigg vs Crittenden, 7:30pm

CHAMPIONSHIP
Friday, Feb. 22, 6:30pm

FIFTH DISTRICT PREVIEW
Coins give Rockets perhaps best case scenario;
Lady Rockets will play Trigg in 5th’s first round 

LIVINGSTON CENTRAL BOYS
No.    Player                         Pts        Reb          FT        3PT
14    Ringstaff, T-Roy     13.8       4.0        70%     44%
25    Stein, Bryce           13.0       9.5        59%      0%
3     Mayhugh, Steven    8.2        5.8        48%      n/a
5     Head, Cameron      9.2        2.2        82%     35%
22    Downey, Max          7.2        3.8        68%     25%
4     Kitchens, Carson    1.5        1.5        50%     21%

CRITTENDEN COUNTY BOYS
4     Mott, Gabe             16.0       3.1        71%     34%
31    Turley, Preston       11.2       6.1        62%     22%
32    Boone, Hunter        8.2        3.0        70%     43%
2     O’Leary, Erik           5.9        1.9        63%     28%
3     Towery, Sawyer       7.5        4.7        57%     28%
10    Dickerson, Gavin    3.2        3.7        61%      5%

TRIGG COUNTY GIRLS
No.    Player                         Pts        Reb          FT        3PT
1     Bush, Rylee           10.2       7.3        58%     24%
25    Phillips, Adri            6.3        5.7        46%      0%
4     Slone, Katelyn        6.2        0.9       100%    35%
35    Reynolds, Marleigh 4.8        4.6        43%      n/a
3     Noffsinger, Emily     4.5        2.3        41%     27%
12    Stallons, Bethany    4.9        2.1        55%     26%

CRITTENDEN COUNTY GIRLS
10    Guess, Taylor         10.4       4.2        56%     20%
44    Woodward, Nahla  10.4       7.1        69%     22%
21    Summers, Shelby   9.1        5.4        57%      0%
22    Duncan, Jaelyn       4.5        4.6        54%      n/a
11     Boone, Natalie        3.1        3.2        73%     31%
35    Long, Matthia          1.1        1.6        25%      n/a

PICK6
The Top Six

Players Statistically
For Next Week’s
Opening Round

Tournament Games

#5DISTR
ICT

At Livingston Central

Crittenden 63, CCA 36
Community Christian             7        12       27      36
Crittenden County                20       32       51      63
CCA - Murphy 21, Harris 2, Cross, Clinard 6,
Michael 2, Rogers 3, Johnson 2, Fraser, Shaw. FG
14. 3-pointers 4. FT 4-12.
CRITTENDEN - Guess 4, Boone 6, Summers 18,
Woodward 14, Duncan 9, Long 2, Easley 4, Perry-
man, Binkley, Hatfield, Smith 4, Hunt 2, Keller. FG
26. 3-pointers none. FT 11-20.

Union 62, Crittenden 61, OT
Crittenden County       7        25       39       55      61
Union County             15       25       39       55      62
CRITTENDEN - Guess 21, Boone 5, Summers 8,
Woodward 10, Duncan 17, Long. FG 20. 3-pointers
3 (Guess 2, Boone). FT 8-26.
UNION - Hobbs 5, Wells, Brown 13, Sheffer 4, Jenk-
ins 2, Morris 14, Beaven, Robison 15, Hagan 9. FG
24. 3-pointers 7 (Morris 4, Hagan). FT 7-14.

Crittenden 57, St. Mary 41
Paducah St. Mary                 12       19       24      41
Crittenden County                22       36       55      57
ST. MARY - C.Doran 16, B.Doran 12, Higgins 7,
Brownfield, M.Brownfield, Vandry 6. FG 17. 3-point-
ers 4. FT 3-4.
CRITTENDEN - Guess 10, Boone 8, Summers 4,
Woodward 13, Duncan 10, Long 6, Easley 2, Perry-
man 2, Binkley, Hatfield 2, Smith, Hunt, Geary,
Keller. FG 26. 3-pointers 4 (Boone 2, Guess 2). FT
1-1.

BOYS
St. Mary 57, Crittenden 51

Paducah St. Mary          15     27     40     57
Crittenden County          19     29     37     51
ST. MARY - Doss 22, Johnson 8, Eggemeyer
11, Haas, Bell 2, McCauley 5, Lafont 8, Lurtz 1.
FG 20. 3-pointers 3. FT 14-30.
CRITTENDEN - E.O’Leary, Towery 9, Mott 16,
Dickerson, T.Boone 4, Winders, J.Carlson 5,
Turley 9, H.Boone 8. FG 14. 3-pointers 4
(H.Boone, Mott 2, Towery). FT 19-30.

Crittenden 85, Dawson Springs 71
Dawson Springs             16     29     47     71
Crittenden County          18     37     55     85
DAWSON –  Clark 25, McKnight 3, Pace 13, Skin-
ner 2, Huddleston 16, Dawson 10, Williams, Boyd
2, Skinner, Cunningham, Whalen, Neiters,
Franklin. FG 24. 3-pointers 7 (Clark 3, McKnight,
Pace, Huddleston 2). FT 16-20.
CRITTENDEN - Morgeson, E.O’Leary 16, Towery
9, Mott 10, Guess, Dickerson 14, S.O’Leary,
T.Boone 9, Winders, Dobyns, J.Carlson 2, Turley
16, H.Boone 9. FG 28. 3-pointers 7 (E.O’Leary 3,
Mott, Towery, H.Boone 2). FT 22-38.

Crittenden 56, CCA 50
Community Christian       9      25     39     50
Crittenden County          11     24     33     56
CCA - Carter 19, Middleton 12, Wilkerson, Wil-
son, Tidwell 2, Paxton 12, T.Wilson 5, Chappell.
FG 16. 3-pointers 7. FT 5-14.
CRITTENDEN - E.O’Leary 8, Towery 2, Mott
19, Dickerson 4, T.Boone, Winders 2, J.Carlson,
Turley 15, H.Boone 6. FG 18. 3-pointers 4 (Mott
2, H.Boone 2). FT 16-20.

FINAL STRETCH
The final regular-season basketball
games will be played Friday night at
Rocket Arena. Crittenden County will
host Fort Campbell in a varsity double-
header. Senior Night activities will be
conducted as part of the action.
At 14-12 before Tuesday night’s ac-
tion at Hopkins Central, the Lady
Rockets had the fourth best record in
the second region, but have fallen from
the regional rankings (see below). Last
week was the first time all season
CCHS’s girls have not been ranked
among the top 10.
The Rockets were at 10-16 before
Tuesday’s game at Hopkins Central,
which was its final road trip of the sea-
son. Results from the games at Hop-
kins Central were not available at
press time. The boys have been un-
ranked all season, but had won three
of their last five games as of Monday.

Second Region 
RANKINGS
Media Poll 
Here are the top 10 teams in the
Second Region according to a
weekly media poll.

BOYS
1. University Heights Academy
2. Madisonville-North Hopkins
3. Hopkinsville
4. Christian County
5. Henderson County
6. Caldwell County
7. Union County
8. Lyon County
9. Hopkins Central
10. Webster County

GIRLS
1. Webster County
2. Henderson County
3. Christian County
4. Madisonville-North Hopkins
5. Hopkinsville
6. Caldwell County
7. Lyon County
8. University Heights Academy
9. Hopkins Central
10. Trigg County

Crittenden’s Taylor Guess (10) and Shelby Sum-
mers (back) have been among the most consis-
tent players for the Lady Rockets this season.

Senior Sawyer Towery is gradually getting
himself back into the flow after missing sev-
eral games in January with a chronic groin
injury.

GAME SUMMARIES
GIRLS

BOYS

GIRLS
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Rockets receiver Ethan Dossett has agreed to attend the University of Tennessee at
Martin. Crittenden County’s all-time leading receiver had various offers at other lower
division schools but opted to accept a preferred walk-on spot at UT-Martin, a member
of the Ohio Valley Conference and a Division I team. Pictured with Dossett on the
front row are (from left) his father Craig Dossett and his mother Amanda Dossett.
On the back row are Rockets head coach Sean Thompson and assistant coaches
Gaige Courtney and Bryan Qualls.

Rockets quarterback Hunter Boone has signed a letter of intent to play footall at the
University of the Cumberlands, an NAIA school in Williamsburg, Ky. Boone broke
almost every passing record during his three-year starting tenure at Crittenden
County. Picctured with Boone in the front row (from left) are his mother Heather
Boone and father Matt Boone. On the back row are his sister Hannah Peek, Rockets
head coach Sean Thompson, his brother Tyler Boone and assistant coaches Gaige
Courtney and Bryan Qualls.

Rockets running back Devon Nesbitt has signed a letter of intent to play football at
Campbellsville University in Campbellsville, Ky. Nesbitt broke nearly every touch-
down scoring record during his career at CCHS, earning him the nickname Mr. Six.
Pictured with Devon on the front row are (from left) his mother Kelli Nesbitt and
sister Kiana Nesbitt. On the back row are his brother Kaleb Nesbitt, Rockets head
coach Sean Thompson and assistant coaches Gaige Courtney and Bryan Qualls.

Rockets defensive end Sean O’Leary has signed a letter of intent to play football at
Campbellsville University in Campbellsville, Ky. O’Leary broke several school
records during his high school career including those for sacks and tackles for loss.
Pictured with O’Leary on the front row are (from left) his mother Angie and father
Bobby O’Leary. On the back row are Rockets head coach Sean Thompson, his
brother Erik, sister Tiffany and assistant coaches Gaige Courtney and Bryan Qualls.

Rockets center Brock Langston has signed a letter of intent to play football at Camp-
bellsville University in Campbellsville, Ky. A two-year starter since transferring to
Crittenden County as a junior, Langston was an all-conference performer and had a
variety of offers from other colleges and unversities. Pictured with Langston on the
front row are (from left) his mother Mary Loveless, brothers Tanner McBride and
Zane McBride and father Randy Loveless. On the back row are his grandmother Jan-
ice Howard, Rockets head coach Sean Thompson and assistant coaches Gaige
Courtney and Bryan Qualls.     

Rockets kicker Parker Johnson has signed a letter of intent to play football at Camp-
bellsville University in Campbellsville, Ky. Johnson joined the Rocket football team
as a senior after transferring to Crittenden County from Owensboro. He set a school
record for extra-point kicks last fall. Pictured with Johnson on the front row are (from
left) his mother Melissa Collins and his father Darren Johnson. On the back row are
his stepfather Will Collins, CCHS assistant coach Gaige Courtney, Rockets head
coach Sean Thompson and CCHS assistant coach Bryan Qualls.

PLAYER PODCAST: LISTEN TO MORE FROM RECRUITS
Want to hear in their own words what these recruits and their
coach have to say? Visit The Press Online where you can listen
to a Podcast on the Rocket Football blog.

NEW RECRUITS
College Football Signing Day Ceremony

n Six Rockets to Play at Next Level n

Crittenden County’s football team has never had six players out of one senior class earn opportunities
to play at the next level. Last week, the school celebrated with a College Signing Day ceremony at
Rocket Arena. You can watch the event which was videotaped live on The Crittenden Press Face-
book Page, or listen to our exclusive podcast with each player at The Press Online. For those keep-
ing score, the 1985 state championship Rockets had five players commit to play collegiate football.



for sale
Used dishwasher, gar-
bage disposal and sink. 
Phone Gerald Barnes, 
(270) 988-2021 or (270) 
205-0610. (1t-32-p)
Gas cook stove. Excellent 
condition. $130 obo. (270) 
704-0435 (tfc)

for rent
2 BR, 1 both mobile home 
1 mile outside of Marion. 
Stove, refrigerator. $425/
month plus deposit. (270) 
704-3234. (32-tfc)je
2 BR, 1 bath duplex for 
rent, stove, refrigerator 
and washer/dryer hook-
up. $425/month plus 
deposit. Call (270) 704-
0561. (2t-31-p)

employment
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees.  We 
offer a competitive salary, 
benefits package and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
Full-time, part-time, and 
substitute positions avail-
able.  MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifica-
tions and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com. “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (4t-34-c)
Full Time: Crafting posi-
tion. Hard worker who is 

willing to learn and follow 
instruction. Must be re-
sponsible, reliable, and 
can pay attention to detail. 
Must pass drug testing. 
Pay based on perfor-
mance/jobs completed, 
allowing for good oppor-
tunities to those willing to 
learn and work hard.  Stop 
by to apply (Mon-Thurs 
7-4): Sports Saddle 1867 
Highway 60 East Salem, 
Kentucky 42078 or on-
line SportsSaddle.com. 
(2t-32-p)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions. Call for 

quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly, Concrete 
Construction. (12t-40-p) 
GET ACCESS  to online 
back issues of The Crit-
tenden Press dating back 
to 2008 and a month of 
new issues for just $2.95. 
Visit us online at https://
goo.gl/SxZnn8 and use 
your PayPal account to 
subscribe. Call our office 
at (270) 965-3191 for 

more details. (tfc)

wanted
FAITH-BASED hunting 
outfitters seeking land 
to lease in Crittenden, 
Caldwell and Livingston 
counties. Insurance cov-
erage for business and 

landowner. References 
available upon request. 
Call Matt (270) 704-1176. 
(52-37-p)

notices
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 85 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The St-
urgis News, The (Princ-
eton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 

Livingston Ledger and 
The (Madisonville) Mes-
senger and for only $250. 
Save time and money by 
making one call for all! For 
more information, contact 
the classified department 
at (270) 965-3191 or 
email us at advertising@
the-press.com.
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Classifieds The Crittenden Press The Press Online
CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

    The
Crittenden Press

125 E. Bellville St., P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064 • (270) 965-3191

information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6 for one week, with a 10-
cent charge for each word over the initial 20. Run the same ad 
for consecutive issues for only $3 each week. Now, all regular 
classified ads are placed on our Web site, www.the-press.com, 
at no extra charge.
You can also reach more than one million readers with one call! 
Contact the classified department for more information about 
placing a 25-word classified in 70 newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The Crittenden Press Inc., to fully comply with the 
Fair Housing Act and to never knowingly publish advertisements 
that discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, 
sex, disability or family status. If you believe an advertisement 
published in this newspaper is discriminatory, please contact the 
publisher immediately at (270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for ads on this page are within the 270 
area code unless otherwise noted.



level, Ky. 91 North leading
to the ferry landing in
Crittenden County be-
comes impassable.

At press time Tuesday,
the river was at just more
than 40 feet. The river was
expected to eclipse the op-
erational limits late Tues-
day night, according
National Weather Service
(NWS) hydrological projec-
tions. It is expected to
crest Tuesday evening at
about 49 feet.

Ferry operator Lonnie
Lewis says flooding is a
part of life on the river, es-
pecially in late winter or
early spring. Last year, the
ferry was closed most of
March following heavy
February rains and sev-
eral days in April due to
high waters. 

A flood warning re-
mains in effect for Critten-
den County. Several
county roads along flood-
plains of the Ohio and
Tradewater rivers had al-
ready closed at press time,
with more likely as the
rivers continue to rise.
Some roads along the
Cumberland River flood-
plain are also likely to be-

come impassable.
The rains have come

slow enough, said Critten-
den County Judge-Execu-
tive Perry Newcom, that
there have
been no
major or
emergency is-
sues tied to
flooding.

"Because
it's been
spread out
over several
days, it hasn't
caused a widespread
problem," he said.

The Ohio River has
been steadily rising for
more than a week, and
continual rains locally as
well as along most of the
upstream basin in Ken-
tucky have exacerbated
flooding along the lower
portion of the river. Ac-
cording to the Kentucky
Mesonet weather monitor-
ing station near the Rep-
ton community in
Crittenden County, 4.69
inches of precipitation had
fallen in February through
midnight Monday, though
rainfall totals vary widely
across the county. Up-
river, Kentucky Mesonet
measurements for the
month included 4 inches
in Henderson, 3.71 inches
in Oldham County just
north of Louisville and
4.23 inches in Boone

County near Cincinnati,
Ohio.

The ferry carries an av-
erage of 500 vehicles a day
between Ky. 91 North and

Ill. Route 1
during nor-
mal opera-
tional hours –
6 a.m. to 10
p.m. The ma-
jority of those
originate in
Illinois, with
many making
a commute to

work in Kentucky. Marion
is also the closest place for
residents from around
Cave In Rock to shop for
essentials like gas and
groceries. About half of the
users from the Crittenden
County side use the ferry
for the work commute.

When the ferry is
closed, the 12-mile jour-
ney between Marion and
Cave In Rock turns into
about an 85-mile detour,
across the bridge at Old
Shawneetown in Union
County.

According to NWS river
forecasts, the ferry would
not likley resume opera-
tion anytime before Feb.
22. The river is expected to
still be above 48 feet at
that time.

Check next week's
issue for an update on the
ferry service or visit The
Press Online.
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Crittenden County High School held its annual basket-
ball homecoming ceremony Friday night before a var-
sity doubleheader against Paducah St. Mary. Pictured
is the entire court (from left) sophomore attendants

Taylor Stoner and Braxton Winders; senior candidates
Shea Martin and Matt Lynn; senior candidates Kelsey
Webster and Sawyer Towery; queen Shelby Summers,
king David Maness, junior attendants Ashton Binkley

and Michael Kirk; freshman attendants Addy Faughn
and Logan Bailey and 2018 queen Lauren Falkner. In
the front are flower girl Aubrey Walker and crown-
bearer John Luke Reddick.

THE CRITTENDEN PRESS

Homecoming king, queen crowned

FERRY
Continued from Page 1

River crests
According to the National

Weather Service, the Ohio

River at press time was ex-

pected to crest at around

49.1 feet Tuesday at

Shawneetown, Ill. Below are

historic crests at Shawnee-

town as measurd in feet:

- 65.64 on Jan. 30, 1937

- 56.35 on May 6, 2011

- 55.60 on March 14, 1945

- 55.30 on Jan. 19, 1950

- 54.60 on March 20, 1964

- 54.40 on March 12, 1997

Other recent crests

- 52.10 on March 4, 2018

- 49.10 on Feb. 19, 2109*
*Projected

THE CRITTENDEN PRESS

The Cave In Rock Ferry is expected to be closed as long as two weeks until cur-
rent flooding along the Ohio River recedes. Above, from the ferry deck Tuesday
afternoon, the approach to the landing on the Crittenden County side shows Ky.
91 North barely above water. Below, a National Weather Service graphic shows
the precipitation totals for Kentucky and the region in the two weeks prior to Feb.
11. The heaviest areas are in dark red with the lightest accumlation in blue. The
map shows that all along the Ohio River, which forms Kentucky’s northern bor-
der, rainfall has been heavy. Crittenden County is indicated by shading.

See it online
The Press Online
was at the ferry
landing Tuesday
as waters rose

Costs delay 
medical care
KENTUCKY HEALTH NEWS

One in five Kentucky
households delay or forgo
medical care because of
the cost, according to the
latest Kentucky Health Is-
sues Poll.

Interestingly, the poll
found more difference be-
tween people with in-
comes above and below
200 percent of the poverty
line, about $50,000 for a
family of four. Among
those with higher incomes,
the share delaying or for-
going care rose to 20 per-
cent, from 14 percent in
2014. Among those with
lower incomes, the delay-
or-forgo share declined to
25 percent, from 29 per-
cent in 2014.
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